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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..
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Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…
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Palestinian detainees are facing alarming conditions in Israeli prisons. Recent visitations to the al-
Naqab and Megiddo prisons by The Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs revealed 
that detainees were facing extreme weight loss, malnutrition, and punitive measures. Many who are 
detained are on administrative detention, meaning they are held without charge or trial, including 
around 29 Palestinian women and 270 Palestinian children. Some are battling scabies on top of 
suffering health conditions due to torture and beatings by prison guards.   

•	 Emmanuel, you are the Word made flesh, God who is with us. We know you are 
present now with the captives and the oppressed. God of the captives, liberate all 
those imprisoned and have mercy on them and their families as they endure brutal pun 
ishment and torture. We pray especially for the situation at al-Naqab and Megiddo prisons. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

Last week, ceasefire talks around Gaza finally resumed in Cairo, after Qatar announced a pause to 
ceasefire discussions in early November. The announcement comes two days after the ceasefire 
agreement between Lebanon and Israel took effect.  

•	 Sovereign God, you are the peace of the world. Even when the world seems filled with 
conflict and despair, we trust that you are at work, bringing hope and restoration. We 
continue to pray for a ceasefire in Gaza and for your justice to come to the whole world. 
Lord, we long for a day where all theologies of empire are replaced with the theologies 
of your inclusive, everlasting love. Until this day comes, strengthen our faith in your 
promises and to walk in your ways.

      Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 



As winter season approaches bringing in extreme cold, Palestinians in Gaza are facing horrendous 
conditions. In North Gaza, Israel targeted medical staff and patients, bombed homes, and abducted 
dozens of men from school shelters while pushing women and children out. In Central Gaza, bakeries 
were recently announced non-operational amid rampant starvation due to blockade. In South Gaza, 
two children were killed when a missile hit a tent encampment in Khan Younis, and four people were 
killed during a strike on Rafah.   

•	 In this season of expectation, we await the Prince of Peace, yet our hearts are 
burdened by the cries of those who know no peace. Holy God, as we enter Advent, we 
remember the cries of the innocent. Just as the children were massacred during the 
reign of King Herod, the children of today are also perishing amidst violence. Come, 
Emmanuel, and abide with those who wait in death and despair. Bring warmth to the 
winter, bread to the hungry, and peace to the world and especially the land of your birth. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

As part of its ecumenical ministry, Sabeel hosted its annual clergy retreat on the 25th and 26th of 
November. Clergy and individuals from different Christian churches in the Holy Land gathered in 
Jericho to foster ecumenicism and collaboration. 

•	 Dear Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to gather and work for ecumenicism, 
justice, and peace in the Holy Land. Holy Spirit, continue to give all who 
participated wisdom, renewed faith, and protection as they return to lead their 
communities. Be with all staff at Sabeel working tirelessly as agents of your love. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

This advent, Churches for Middle East Peace and friends are launching the “Advent not Arms” 
campaign in both the U.S. and UK. The campaign seeks to call on governments to halt weapons 
transfers to Israel, to reaffirm belief in the sanctity of life, and to push for a ceasefire and just peace in 
Palestine and Israel. Those interested can participate in upcoming prayer vigils, events, and actions.  

•	 O God, who hears the cries of the oppressed, kindle in us the light of your love 
this Advent season. As we journey through Advent, we remember the promise of 
Your Son, the Prince of Peace. In this season of waiting, may we be bold in action 
and sumud, lifting up the sanctity of every life you have created. Holy Spirit, help 
us be vessels of hope and instruments of peace in the face of such devastation. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Myanmar and 
Thailand.  

     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 


