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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Nov 7Nov 7thth, 2024, 2024

Last week, Israel’s parliament voted to ban the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). 
UNRWA has for decades provided important services for Palestinian refugees in Gaza, the West 
Bank including East Jerusalem in addition to neighbouring Arab Countries.. The ban is expected to 
severely restrict UNRWA from operating to serve Palestinian refugees. 

•	 God of Refuge, we know you are present with the displaced and see the suffering of all. 
We thus come before you in sorrow as we witness mounting challenges and hardships 
facing those who have lost both home and homeland. Hear the voices of the Palestinian 
refugees who yearn for stability, who desire safety, who long for a future free from fear. 
We ask you to intervene for the protection of all UNRWA workers and the people they 
serve. We pray for a softening of hearts among those in power who make decisions 
affecting countless lives, the end to occupation, and the respect of international 
law. Lord, transform structures of oppression, and dismantle barriers to justice.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer

Last week was filled with non-stop massacres and carpet bombing in North Gaza. In one strike in 
Beith Lahiya alone, at least 93 Palestinians were killed or missing and dozens wounded. Meanwhile, 
Israeli troops raided Kamal Adwan hospital and assaulted patients and medical staff after bombing 
cuts oxygen supplies to vulnerable children. The people of North Gaza have received little to no aid, 
medicine, food and fuel since the blockade on the north began at the beginning of October. 

•	 God of Justice, in witnessing such death and violence on the innocent, we cry out with 
the Psalmist: “O Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked exult? They 
kill the widow and the sojourner, and murder the fatherless; and they say, ‘The Lord does 
not see; the God of Jacob does not perceive.’” (Psalm 94:3,6-7) Hear the cries of those 
in North Gaza, Lord, whose suffering is immense and whose pain goes unseen by many. 
Strengthen them in their despair and hold them close in their vulnerability. Let your justice 
shine forth so that no cry of the oppressed nor deed of the wrong doers goes unanswered.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer



Last week, Israeli forces arrested at least 10 Palestinians on Tuesday during dawn and morning raids 
across various provinces, including Bethlehem, Hebron, Ramallah, Qalqilya, and Jerusalem. The 
arrests have been characterized by widespread raids and violent treatment of detainees, including 
severe beatings and threats against both the arrested individuals and their families, along with 
destruction of property. Since October 2023, the total number of Palestinians detained by Israel in 
the West Bank has surpassed 11,500 with thousands held with no charge or trial.  

•	 Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We seek comfort in you as we pray for those 
kidnapped, detained, and abused. Holy Spirit, console the thousands of current detainees 
and console them and their families. Holy God, we ask you to break the bonds of 
violence and occupation and to let your love be known even in the depths of suffering.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer

Last week, South Africa submitted over 700 pages documents of to the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) offering “undeniable evidence” of acts of genocide committed in Gaza by the Israeli 
army and statements by authorities that carry genocidal intent. The evidence will show that 
undergirding Israel’s genocidal acts is the special intent to commit genocide, a failure by Israel to 
prevent incitement to genocide, to prevent genocide itself and its failure to punish those inciting 
and committing acts of genocide. 

•	 God of Truth, we pray for wisdom and strength for those seeking justice on behalf of the 
suffering. Guide the hearts and minds of those in power, that they may see clearly and 
act with fairness and compassion. May the truth bring healing, accountability, and the 
seeds of peace. We pray for an end to acts of harm and for a world that values each life.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer

Last week, a coalition of Black faith leaders from across the United States held a press conference 
to share firsthand accounts following their FOSNA/Sabeel delegation visit to Palestine. Drawing 
on their historical fight against Jim Crow and racialized oppression, they speak to the parallels 
between these struggles and the racialized discrimination against Palestinians in a system of Jewish 
supremacy. The video is available to watch using this link. 

•	 God of Solidarity, we thank you for the voices that speak out against oppression and stand 
in unity with those who suffer. Bless these leaders and all who work to bridge divides 
with courage and empathy. May their witness inspire change and lead to a future where 
liberation belongs to all. Holy Spirit, we ask you to continue protecting the entire Sabeel 
community and to lead our hearts and minds so we can serve where we are most needed.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Aotearoa 
New Zealand and Australia.

     Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer


