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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..
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Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…
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Last week, the United States vetoed yet another U.N. Security Council resolution for a ceasefire 
in Gaza and release of all hostages, being the only member of the 15-member council to do so. 
After the presidential elections, the Biden administration continues to provide full cover for Israel, 
including lobbying Congress to vote against a resolution that would block arms sales to Israel. 

•	 God of Justice, we cry out against the powers and principalities that profit from 
oppression and favor continued suffering over a just peace for all. Holy God, 
liberate the hearts of those who veto peace and fill them with your light of truth 
and justice. Kindle the courage of nations to rise against complicity and demand 
an end to the slaughter of the innocent. May the Holy Spirit breathe new life into 
those who seek justice, breaking the chains of militarism and unyielding power.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, at least 66 Palestinians were killed and many others injured from an Israeli strike 
targeting a residential neighborhood near Kamal Adwan Hospital in north Gaza. North Gaza has 
been under heavy Israeli targeting and little to no humanitarian aid for more than a month now, 
severely worsening living conditions in the area. 

•	 God of Mercy, we have no words to convey our despair over the ongoing massacres and 
violence occurring. Lord, hear the cries of your children in Gaza, trapped in darkness 
without relief. We ask for your intervention against the destruction of homes and 
lives, against the silence of those who witness and do not act. Strengthen the hands 
that deliver aid, the voices that speak truth, and the hearts that hold onto hope. Teach 
us to love in action and to dismantle the systems that perpetuate this endless night. 
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 



Last week, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and former defense minister Yoav Gallant. The court also issued a warrant 
for the Hamas military chief Mohammed Deif. The official issuing of the arrest warrants came after 
a request was submitted in May 2024 by Karim Khan, the prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC).  

•	 God of Accountability, in our gratitude for those who seek justice against the high and mighty, 
we remember the words of the Psalmist: “The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth 
is full of his unfailing love.” (Psalms 33:5) We know the road to justice is long, but we pray 
that the issuance of these warrants will be the first fruit of a harvest of righteousness and a 
step towards realizing your kingdom. Guide the steps of those pursuing truth, and strip away 
the excuses of those who shield wrongdoers. May impunity find no sanctuary and may your 
reign of justice and mercy draw near. At every step, guide us to be faithful agents of your will.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, the United Nations Spokesman for the Secretary-General, Stéphane Dujarric, highlighted 
the dire impact of the ongoing violence in the occupied West Bank on Palestinian children. The 
report revealed a troubling statistic that three children are being killed in the West Bank every week. 

•	 God of the innocent, we are grieved by the death of every child caught in the evil of 
occupation and injustice. May your mercy flow over this Holy Land, softening hearts and 
guiding all toward justice. Bring comfort to grieving families, courage to those working 
for peace, and an end to all forms of oppression. Watch over every child, Lord, for they 
are your precious creations. Let your light shine in the darkness and bring peace to every 
corner of the earth.Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, Sabeel hosted its international solidarity pilgrimage. Participants from the pilgrimage 
traveled throughout Palestine and Israel visiting communities under duress and participated in 
advocacy. 

•	 God of Love, bless these pilgrims for their courage to see, to listen, and to advocate 
for justice and peace. Strengthen them as they return to their homes, that they may 
be voices of truth and bearers of hope in their own communities.  May your spirit 
of justice and love continue to inspire solidarity and bring comfort to the weary.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in the prayers for the countries of Brunei, 
Malaysia, and Singapore. 

     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 


