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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..
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Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…
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Last week, Israeli forces ordered the evacuation of patients from Kamal Adwan, Indonesian, and 
al-Awda hospitals in a renewed ground invasion into North Gaza. Patients, healthcare workers, 
and families taking shelter were forced to leave with nowhere to go, with many vulnerable patients 
and injured in the ICU who were unable to evacuate. In addition, thousands of people trapped in 
the Jabalia and Beit Lahia camps are suffering from a near-total shortage of food supplies due to a 
blockage by Israel and continuous bombings. Eyewitnesses able to escape to Gaza City report dead 
bodies lying on the street, hundreds under the rubble, and the blocking of ambulances and other 
methods of victim support. 

• God of Mercy, the horrors in Gaza worsen each week. The scenes of death are beyond 
anything we can fathom, and we are overwhelmed with grief and despair. We ask you 
to protect the families of North Gaza as they endure unimaginable suffering. We ask for 
your provision in their time of need and for this violence to cease.  Strengthen us in our 
courage and in our numbers to escalate our voices for Gaza and all people suffering 
under oppression. Lord may your light shine amidst darkness. 

     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 
 
Last week, Israeli settlers launched attacks that targeted Palestinians, their property and a mosque 
in the West Bank. The assaults occurred in Nablus, Ramallah, and Bethlehem. These attacked 
injured at least 11 Palestinians, including a child. Since October 2023, incidents of settler violence-
-averaging 4 per day according to the United Nations--have resulted in the displacement of 28 
Bedouin communities and the deaths of 19 Palestinians throughout the West Bank. 

• Gracious God, we come before you in grief and anger over the continued violence 
inflicted upon Palestinians, Bedouins, and all marginalized communities in the West 
Bank. We pray for the injured and for all those traumatized by these brutal acts. We 
ask for justice to prevail, and for the hearts of those who perpetrate violence be 
transformed. We hold the displaced Bedouin communities, and the lives lost in our 
hearts, and we ask for your protection over them. May the Israeli military occupation 
come to an end and faith be restored in international law and human rights. 
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 



 Israel conducted an airstrike on the Tulkarem Camp in the West Bank, which was the largest and 
deadliest air strike in the West Bank in over 20 years. At least 16 people were killed. Many fear that 
Israel’s tactics in Gaza are now being applied to the West Bank, Lebanon, and beyond. 

• God of Compassion, we witness in horror as violence continues to spread across 
the region and beyond. We hold the people in Tulkarem Camp in our hearts, and 
we pray for their protection. May your healing presence be felt in their grief, and 
may they find strength in each other. We ask that the cycle of violence cease 
and that all who commit war crimes be held accountable for their evil deeds.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
Last week, a report by the Watson Institution for International and Public Affairs revealed that since 
7th October 2023, the United States spent over $22.76 billion dollars in taxpayer money on military 
aid to Israel and related U.S. operations in the Middle East. This figure does not include commitments 
to future spending that were made this year. 

• God of Life, in a world that invests in so much in violence, we look towards your example 
through your Son Jesus Christ, who taught us that to be faithful to you is to always 
honor the sanctity of life. Holy Spirit, remind us of Christ’s call to be peacemakers, to 
turn swords into plowshares, and to choose compassion over conflict. In a time where 
so much is spent on destruction, we pray that the hearts of leaders may be transformed, 
choosing to invest in life, in peace, and in justice. May we, as your people, be instruments 
of your peace, standing against the systems of violence and bearing witness to the life-
giving power of love.

     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 
 
Many Friends of Sabeel networks have been planning events to mark one year since October 7th. 
Canadian Friends of Sabeel is holding a webinar on November 4th, 2024 titled: “One Year Later: 
Our Response to Genocide and Occupation in Palestine” featuring Palestinian theologian Daniel 
Bannoura and Palestinian peace activist Shadia Qubti. To register either in person or online, please 
visit the CFOS website. 

• God of justice, we thank you for the work of our friends around the world, and we pray 
that they may continue to be guided and protected by the Holy Spirit as they lead with 
prophetic action and imagination. May this event and all the advocacy efforts by Friends 
of Sabeel networks continue to move the Church towards compassion, peace, and justice.
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Belize, 

Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico. 
     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer


