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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Oct 3rd 26th, 2024Oct 3rd 26th, 2024

Last week, Israel launched indiscriminate assaults on Lebanon, resulting in the deaths of at least 
550 people and thousands more injured. Among the dead is Hezbollah’s Secretary General Hassan 
Nasrallah. This escalation follows a year of rising tensions along the Israeli-Lebanese border. So far, 
an estimated 1 million people have been displaced in Lebanon due to Israeli strikes. In addition to air 
raids, Israel is deploying reserve brigades to the northern border, signaling a possible preparation 
for a ground invasion of Lebanon. 

•	 Merciful and Loving God, we fear that a regional war is imminent, and that death 
and darkness will continue to spread. We bring our anxieties to you and ask 
for your intervention for the safety of our friends and families across Lebanon, 
Palestine, Israel, Syria, and the whole region. Strengthen the will of those 
who desire peace, and rain down your justice to those who seek destruction.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
Last week, it was reported that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is considering a plan that 
would lead to the ethnic cleansing of Palestinian civilians from northern Gaza. The ethnic cleansing 
plan includes the forcible transfer of the civilian population in northern Gaza to the south of the 
Netzarim corridor and preventing of aid from northern Gaza until it is “cleansed” of the remaining 
Hamas fighters.  The remaining 300,000 Palestinian civilians in northern Gaza are likely to ignore 
any evacuation order as they have nowhere to go, and Israel has repeatedly bombed so-called “safe 
areas” throughout the war.  

•	 Gracious God, we pray for the people of Gaza, who have suffered for over 11 months 
of this atrocious violence. Protect them, oh Lord, from the violence that encroaches 
on them. Bring them nourishment, healing, safety, and peace. May the hearts of 
the oppressors be transformed, and may all people see the sanctity of every life.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 



 Last week, Israel returned unidentified bodies of 88 Palestinians killed in its genocide in the Gaza 
Strip, which Gaza health ministry refused to bury until Israel discloses details about who they are 
and where it killed them. The bodies were brought into Gaza in a container loaded on a truck through 
an Israeli-controlled crossing. 

•	 God of Humanity, we cannot imagine the despair and pain of the people of Gaza. Each day 
brings a war crime more horrific than the last while those aiding the oppressor stand by, 
blind and deaf to the suffering. Holy Spirit, be with the martyrs and their families. Grant 
them the dignity that they did not find on this earth. Help us to never be immune to this 
suffering but rather, fill us with the depths of your goodness so that we may be movers 
of your peace and justice. 

     Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 
 
Last week, Israeli soldiers raided the Al Jazeera office in the middle of Ramallah (Area A) and ordered 
the bureau to shut down for 45 days. They used tear gas, violently seized camera equipment, and 
tore down large banners depicting Shireen Abu Akleh, a Palestinian-American journalist martyred 
by Israeli forces in May 2022. The raid comes just months after the Israeli government banned Al 
Jazeera from operating inside Israel due to their reporting of Gaza. 

•	 Holy Spirit, we pray for all truth seekers and their families. We ask that their 
example will light a fire in our own hearts to seek hope, truth, and justice 
against all odds. Reign down your protection over the journalists of Al Jazeera 
and beyond, so they may continue bringing light where there is darkness.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
Last week, a group of Knesset members began touring schools in East Jerusalem under high security 
as part of a controversial plan to pressure Palestinian schools into adopting the Israeli curriculum, 
despite resistance from many within the Palestinian community. The move has been criticized as an 
attempt to undermine the Palestinian Authority’s educational system and impose Israeli narratives. 
Despite significant government funding and intimidation, only 2,000 out of 85,000 students have 
switched to the Israeli curriculum. 

•	 Gracious and just God, be with the children, teachers, and families of East Jerusalem. 
We pray for protection over their schools and the freedom to preserve their history, 
culture, and truth. Strengthen the hearts of those resisting the imposition of narratives 
that seek to erase their identity. Let truth prevail over manipulation and let the light of 
justice shine over the education system, protecting it from undue pressure. We pray 
for peace, wisdom, and strength for all those standing firm in the face of adversity.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
Last week, the Palestine Institute for Public Diplomacy launched an interactive map that shows the 
concrete measures and sanctions taken since October by states, parliaments, courts, businesses, 
civil society groups and organizations in response to the ongoing genocide and Nakba in Palestine. 
The map, which will be updated on a weekly basis, aims to be new resource for the movement, and 
they welcome edits and additions to the map by contacting info@thepipd.com. 

•	 God of Justice, despite our despair, we know our prayers are not in vain. 
We thank you for the steady agents of your love around the world, who 
continue to work towards human dignity for all. Holy Spirit, continue to 
strengthen your flock so they may make true your vision of mercy and justice.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Colombia, 

Ecuador, Venezuela.  Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 


