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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Sep 19th, 2024Sep 19th, 2024

Last week, in the early hours of dawn, Israel dropped at least 4 U.S. made 2000-lb bombs on 20 
tents in Al-Mawasi Khan Younis, which was a “designated safe zone.” The sheer force of the bombs 
created 10-meter-deep craters and caused an entire camp of tents to disintegrate. Rescue teams 
have been working tirelessly to dig through mounds of sand and rubble to locate any remaining 
signs of life buried under the crater. After almost a year of death and violence, eyewitnesses say this 
was one of the most horrific massacres since the genocide started.  
 
• God of the Oppressed, we come to You burdened and grieved by the evil and destruction. 

We lift the people of Al-Mawasi Khan Younis, whose suffering echoes the countless 
cries of the displaced, the oppressed, and the forgotten. In our grief, we can only think 
of the words of Amos 5:24: “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.” We pray that the weight of injustice be lifted and that 
those orchestrating the destruction of a people be judged before You and the world.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
Last week, UNWRA reported that about 530,000 children in Gaza received polio vaccines. However, 
the UN was unable to confirm the 3rd phase of the polio vaccine campaign after Israeli forces held 
up the UN convoy at gunpoint.  

• Divine Protector, we hold in prayer the children of Gaza, their families, and all those 
working to bring healing of all forms in the midst of unimaginable violence. We give 
thanks for protection and health, and we ask your continued divine protection over 
them. Holy Spirit, continue to accompany the UN workers and all humanitarian teams 
who strive to be agents of your will. Open the eyes of leaders and decision-makers, 
so they may be moved towards cooperation, justice, and the preservation of life. 
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, the Tent of Nations had their long-awaited court hearing regarding the re-registration of 
their land. The Tent of Nations was hoping that the hearing would bring about a just outcome after 
a 33-year long legal battle to protect the farm from confiscation. Unfortunately, the land registration 
committee did not hold a substantive session and delayed the proceedings because of what it 
claimed was a technical mistake by the committee secretary. However, the committee decided to set 
up another close date for the next session and delaying the proceedings to 17th September 2024. 

• God of All Creation, we lift up the struggle of the Daoud family, who for over three 
decades have been peacefully resisting efforts to destroy and confiscate their land. 
Soften the hearts of those in power, so that justice and truth may prevail and the 
land may continue to serve as a place of reconciliation, community, and peace.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 



Last week, in the third week of invasions into the occupied West Bank, Israeli forces killed at least 
five Palestinians.  Three people were killed in a drone attack on a vehicle in the city of Tulkarem 
while another was killed by an Israeli sniper in the Far’a refugee camp, near the city of Tubas. The 
killings took the overall death toll from Israel’s large-scale militarised operation, launched in the West 
Bank on August 28, to at least 50. The figure included several people who were killed in an air attack 
on Tubas. In Tulkarem, the IOF also abducted 5 PRCS paramedics. 

• God of Mercy, we come before you with heavy hearts, grieving the loss of life and the 
unrelenting violence that has engulfed the West Bank. We pray for the people of Tulkarem, 
Tubas, the Far’a refugee camp, and elsewhere in the West Bank who endure the constant 
threat of violence and death. Shield them, O Lord, from the devastation that surrounds 
them. In the face of military power and occupation, we ask for your divine intervention to 
break the cycles of violence. 

      Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, a leaked Israeli Foreign Ministry cable revealed that Israel was lobbying U.S. members 
of Congress to pressure South Africa to drop its genocide case against Israel at the UN’s top court. 
South Africa has until 28 October 2024 to present to the ICJ its reasons for continuing legal action 
against Israel over violations of the Genocide Convention.  

• God of Truth, we lift up this moment to You, where nations stand at a crossroads of 
accountability.  We pray for wisdom, courage, and protection for the leaders of South 
Africa as they seek justice through the International Court of Justice. May a world 
where international law and human dignity be upheld and your justice and love shines. 
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

Last week, British trade unions voted on a motion at the Trades Union Congress (TUC) conference 
to demand all arms trading with Israel be ended immediately, sending a clear message to UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer to stop British arms from supporting genocide. This vote is significant because 
the TUC conference, which represents 5.5 million workers and 48 unions, is an important voting 
base for the Labour Party. 

• Loving God, in the face of such injustice, we do not forget the reminders of your mercy 
and love. We lift up the people of conscience who are agents of your love through their 
actions and voices. As we ask the Holy Spirit to continue guiding them in courage 
and conviction, we pray that leaders around the world, especially Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, may hear this call for peace. Open their hearts so that they may be moved 
by the cries of those affected by genocide and occupation, and may the strength 
of the 5.5 million workers in the UK be a force for the transformation of this world.  
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 

 
• We join the World Council of Churches in praying for the countries of Argentina, Paraguay, 

and Uruguay. Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer 
  


