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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Sep 12nd, 2024Sep 12nd, 2024

In Israel’s continued invasion of the West Bank, the Israeli military destroyed large segments of 
civilian infrastructure in the Palestinian cities of Nablus, Jenin, and Tulkarem. As Israel declares 
the West Bank as a second war zone and the second most critical front after Gaza, Jenin has 
become the epicenter of Israel’s violent incursion of the West Bank. Military forces have deployed 
armored vehicles, bulldozers, snipers, drones, and aircraft to decimate entire communities, with at 
least 33 civilians already killed (including young children) by snipers and drones and 70% of streets 
and infrastructure destroyed.  Journalists and others are pointing out that Israel is rendering Jenin 
uninhabitable, and just like Gaza, all essential services like water and electricity have been cut off. 
IOF raids are also expanding to central West Bank areas of Ramallah and Bethlehem.  

•	 Divine Protector, how much despair can our people take? As we lose our loved 
ones, our homes, and our livelihoods, we cry out before You. Grant us the strength 
to resist oppression with dignity and the hope to continue striving for peace. We 
pray for an end to the occupation and for the restoration of justice, asking that 
international law and human rights be upheld for all. May those in power act with 
compassion and fairness, and may violence give way to dialogue and reconciliation. 
End the injustice that plagues our land, and bring forth a just and lasting peace.   
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer.  

Last week, a joint report from The Palestinian Prisoner Society and the Commission of Detainees 
and Ex-Detainees highlighted a widespread outbreak of scabies among Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli prisons, namely in Negev, Megiddo, Nafha, and Ramon. They attributed this outbreak to 
the retaliatory measures imposed by the prison administration on prisoners and detainees after 
October 7. Among those affected are child prisoners in Megiddo prison. They reported on the 
deprivation of necessary cleaning materials, restricted access to water, poor ventilation, and the 
deliberate transfer of infected prisoners from one section to another has accelerated the spread 
of the infection among the incarcerated.    

•	 Our Father, as our hearts break at the sight of human dignity stripped and defiled, we find 
comfort in the words of the Psalmist: “The Lord hears the needy and does not despise his 
captive people.” (Psalm 69:33) O Bringer of Justice, we ask for healing for our brothers 
and sisters held captive in Israeli prisons, tortured and sick from oppression. We ask that 
your Holy Spirit come down upon them and be with them until their hour of Liberation. 
We ask this in the name of the One who was tortured, killed, and rose to save us.   
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer  



Last week, Euromed reported that 10% of Gaza’s total population, or approximately 120,000 people, 
have been killed, injured, kidnapped, or disappeared by Israel. This number is likely underreported, 
as other sources such as from reputable British medical journal Lancet have estimated a death toll of 
at least 186,000. Furthermore, Gaza officials revealed that over 70% of Palestinians killed by Israel 
were women and children.   

•	 Lifegiving Creator, we cannot fathom the stench of death surrounding Gaza. As we 
grieve for the victims who are denied the dignity of a proper burial and for the countless 
lives reduced to mere statistics, we ask You to hold each soul in Your tender care. 
Grant us the strength to remember their names, their stories, and their humanity. Holy 
Spirit do not allow us to be numb to the suffering, violence, and death of the people of 
Gaza, but rather, move us to be even more active in our resistance against injustice.   
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer  

•	
Last week, as the school year begins for many around the world, it was projected that at least 
625,000 students in Gaza are set to miss the start of the school year. In addition to losing a full 
academic year since October, Palestinian students now face the loss of an additional year and loss 
of access to education. Since 7 October, nearly 10,000 students and more than 400 teachers and 
staff have been killed by Israel. More than 85% of school buildings have been damaged or directly 
hit. All 12 of Gaza’s universities have been bombed or destroyed.  

•	 Great Teacher, lay a blanket of protection over children who cannot attend school and to the 
teachers who have lost students and cannot teach due to genocide and illness. Despite the 
difficulties, we have witnessed Palestinians in Gaza maintain their curiosity and creativity, 
creating opportunities for their community to learn and seek joy amidst violence. Holy God, 
continue to bless the work of community leaders, students, and organizations in Gaza. 
Watch over them so that they may have futures filled with promise, peace, and freedom.   
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer  

Last week, Israeli forces killed a U.S.  activist in the occupied West Bank. Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 
26-year-old American citizen, was killed by a shot to the head. Active as a student in advocating for 
the Palestinian struggle in the U.S., she came to Palestine three days prior to her death to protect 
Palestinian farmers with the same peace activist movement that Rachel Corrie, a U.S. citizen killed 
by an Israeli bulldozer in 2003, was also a part of. In a statement following her death, her family 
wrote: “Like the olive tree she lay beneath where she took her last breaths, Aysenur was strong, 
beautiful, and nourishing [...] an Israeli investigation is not adequate. We call on Biden, Harris, and 
Blinken to order an independent investigation.”  

•	 Dear God, we come before You in grief and sorrow for the loss of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, 
a victim of empire violence and hate. We lift up her family, praying for solace and 
strength as they navigate this unimaginable pain. As we mourn beside them, fill us 
with the same courage that moved Aysenur Ezygi Eygi, Rachel Corrie, Aaron Bushnell, 
Shireen Abu Akleh, and many others who, in witnessing injustice, remained as strong 
and unmoving as the olive trees. Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with the fire of Your wrath, 
just as You were filled with it when You confronted Cain, saying: “Your brother’s blood 
cries out to me from the ground” (Genesis 4:10). May we, too, hear the cries of the 
oppressed and respond with unwavering conviction, guided by Your justice and love.   
Lord in your mercy...hear our prayer  



Last week, Spain announced the organization of the first Spain-Palestine summit, in addition to 
announcing that the government will continue supporting UNWRA and putting pressure on Netanyahu 
at the International Criminal Court. Spain formally recognized the State of Palestine last spring.  

•	 God of Justice, we give thanks for the voices among the nations that rise in support 
of the oppressed, even if it is slow moving. We pray that their efforts to seek 
accountability will bear fruit, as they call for justice at the International Criminal 
Court. Let these actions not be mere political gestures, but a true movement 
towards lasting justice, peace, and righteousness. Stir the hearts of all leaders and 
nations, that they may pursue what is right and carry Your will throughout the earth.   
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer  

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in praying for the countries of Ghana and Nigeria.   
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer  

  

 


