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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Aug 8th, 2024Aug 8th, 2024

Last week, the head of the World Health Organization stated that the spread of polio infections 
amongst children in Gaza is only a matter of time if preventative measures are not quickly taken. 
Furthermore, there are over 100,000 cases of Hepatitis B recorded in Gaza. The detection of polio 
and the spread of Hepatitis B in Gaza is another reminder of the dire conditions Palestinians in Gaza 
are facing.  

• God of hope, we come to you tired, broken, and afraid, crying out, “How long, O Lord?” We 
are losing faith and falling into despair. Save the people of Gaza from their suffering, save 
us from our lack of faith, and have mercy on the wicked. Let us remember the words of the 
Psalmist: “But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his 
unfailing love, to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine” (Psalm 33:18-19). 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer  

Last week, the Druze town of Majd Al-Shams in the occupied Syrian Golan Heights was hit by a 
rocket which killed 12 children and young people. Israel immediately blamed Hezbollah for the 
attack which was quickly denied by the Lebanese group. Following the attack, Netanyahu postponed 
the departure of 150 sick and wounded children in Gaza to receive treatment in the UAE. Israeli 
government officials who visited Majd Al-Shams were met with protests by the Druze town, calling 
them to leave.    

• God of peace, comfort the families who are mourning their loved ones. 
Protect their mourning from being appropriated by political agendas and 
assure them you see and know their pain. Lord, we plead you to stop the 
abusive power games by empires who cause so many lives to be lost. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 



Last week, dozens of interfaith leaders and activists gathered in Washington DC to disrupt a Capitol 
Hill visit by Christians United for Israel (CUFI). CUFI, which claims to be the largest pro-Israel and 
Zionist group in the United States with around 10 million members, funds and hosts trips to Israel 
for US Congress members. 

• God of inclusivity, it is heartbreaking that your name is used to justify violence and 
supremacy. Illuminate how these theologies of supremacy kill, and forgive those who 
subscribe to Christian Zionism, unaware of its consequences: “‘...for they do not know 
what they are doing...’” (Luke 23:34). Lord, as we call upon those who justify violence 
through the Christian faith, to repent, help us guard ourselves against the temptation of 
self-righteousness. 

     Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer   

Last week, our community received the sad news that Layan Nasser’s administrative detention 
has been extended for an additional four months. Layan is one of nearly 3,500 Palestinians under 
administrative detention. In this procedure, no charges are filed, and therefore, no appeals can be 
raised. Moreover, the detention can be extended indefinitely. 

• God of the imprisoned, bless Layan and the Nasser family who are being persecuted. 
Lord, we call on the Churches to use their power to show that Layan is not alone in 
her suffering. Lord, help us be salt and light as we struggle for all those in prison 
unjustly so you may say “I was in prison and you came to visit me” (Matthew 25:36).   
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer  

Last week, Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran. Additionally, the 
Israeli military claims to have killed a senior Hezbollah commander in a strike on Beirut. These 
assassinations have halted ceasefire negotiations between Israel and Hamas and escalated the 
conflict towards an all-out regional war. Iran and other militia groups have vowed to retaliate. 

• Prince of Peace, we have been praying for a ceasefire for many months, and now, 
more than ever, that possibility seems distant. Lord, amidst our lament, anxiety, 
and suffering, we pray that we remain faithful in love, even when it is costly. Though 
it feels like our efforts are in vain, we remember the words of the Apostle Paul: 
“Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).  
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

Last week, the Archbishop of Canterbury called on governments to honor the advisory opinion of 
the International Court of Justice concerning Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. He 
emphasized that, having visited Palestinian Christian communities numerous times over the past 
decades, it is evident to him that the policies enforced by successive Israeli governments in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories constitute systemic discrimination. 

• God of truth, whilst most of our faith leaders of the world have failed the Palestinian people 
and some are changing their stance after only 10 months of devastation in our land, we 
see progress. Despite this progress, it is not enough. Lord, give wisdom to our churches 
and leaders to recognize that they must fear God and do justice, rather than fear losing 
their institutional lives and compromise their vocation of standing with the oppressed.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the 
countries of Cameroon, Central African Republic and Equatorial Guinea.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayers 


