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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Aug 29th, 2024Aug 29th, 2024

On August 15, 2024, Israeli settlers began constructing an illegal outpost on a section of the Tent 
of Nations farm, which is owned by the Nassar family. Almost daily, Israeli military forces, security 
personnel, or settlers attempt to prevent the Nassar family from working on their farm and have 
damaged the farm’s fences. The Tent of Nations urges its supporters to contact their elected officials 
and governments to pressure the Israeli military authorities to ensure the Nassar family has free 
access to their farm.
 
•	 O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, you have called us to be stewards of Your 

abundance, not to conquer or destroy. We thank you for the witness of the Nassar family, 
who have embodied what it means to be generous, faithful caretakers of the gifts you have 
entrusted to us. As they seek justice and truth, we ask that you continue to protect them. Oh, 
Holy Spirit, continue to fill them with Sumud to continue to stand as strong as the olive trees. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

 
Last week, Israel committed new massacres in Gaza, including at the Mustafa Hafez school, that 
killed dozens of Palestinians, the majority of whom were children. The Israeli army also issued 
evacuation orders in the central Gazan city of Deir al-Balah, once again leaving families with nowhere 
to go as Israel expands its war.
 
•	 God of peace, comfort the families of those killed and grant peace to the injured. 

Protect the families as they continue seeking shelter and necessities. Grant the 
oppressed justice and liberation. Lord, empower our institutions and leaders to 
do justice. In our despair, we echo the Psalmist’s confidence in Psalm 72:12: “For 
he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.” 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

 
Last week, Defence for Children International Palestine released a report detailing Israel’s widespread 
policy of “detaining and torturing” Palestinian children in Gaza. The report, which says some children 
have been used as human shields, cites children who say they have been subjected to systemic 
torture and abuse.
 
•	 O Merciful and Just Creator, we come before You with heavy hearts, grieving for the 

innocent lives caught in the chains of oppression. We despair and hold righteous 
anger at a world that has accepted the abuse of our children. We lift up the children 
of Gaza, whose voices cry out from the depths of suffering, asking for Your divine 
intervention. Holy Spirit, be with them in their moments of despair and heal their wounds. 
Guide us to seek accountability for the oppressors and uphold the dignity of all life. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.



Last week, hundreds of activists gathered in Chicago outside the Democratic National Convention to 
protest the Democratic administration’s involvement in and support of the genocide in Gaza. Police 
in riot gear were posted outside the building and violently arrested protesters, including journalists.
 
•	 Gracious and Loving God, we come before You with hearts full of gratitude for the courage 

and dedication of all those who stand up for justice, peace, and the end to violence. 
We especially lift up the hundreds of activists who gathered in Chicago, risking their 
safety to speak truth to power and bring attention to the suffering in Gaza. We thank 
You for their unwavering commitment to justice, even in the face of adversity, and for 
their willingness to be a voice for the voiceless. We pray for their protection, for their 
strength, and for their continued resolve to work for a world where peace and justice reign.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

 
Last week, the country of Colombia banned coal exports to Israel in an effort “to pressure the 
government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to end the conflict in Gaza.” The Colombian 
president said that Israel uses Colombian coal to make bombs to kill Palestinian children. Colombia 
is Israel’s largest coal supplier. In May, Colombia suspended diplomatic relations with Israel. Other 
countries, like Scotland, have also suspended meetings with the Israeli government until significant 
“progress” is made in negotiations for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.
 
•	 God of Justice and Peace, we come before You with heavy hearts, seeking Your 

guidance and wisdom in these troubled times. We pray for justice, for the end 
of violence, and for the protection of innocent lives. We pray for an end to the 
suffering of all specially children and all who are caught in the crossfire. Let 
Your justice roll down like waters and Your righteousness like a mighty stream, 
bringing peace where there has been pain and hope where there has been despair. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

 
Sabeel joins the World Council of Churches in calling for the release of Laya Nasir, a member of 
the Anglican Church, who has been under administrative detention since April 2024 without legal 
charges or due process. We also join the WCC in calling for the protection of Jerusalem as a place 
where freedom of worship is respected.
 
•	 Merciful and Just God, we lift our voices in prayer, joining with the World Council 

of Churches as we call for the release of Laya Nasir, one of many members of 
our community who are being unjustly held in administrative detention without 
charges or due process. Lord, we ask that justice may prevail and that she may be 
reunited with her loved ones in freedom and peace. We also pray for the protection 
of Jerusalem, the holy city, that it may remain a place where the freedom of worship 
is upheld and respected for all. May Your peace and justice reign in this sacred land. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

 
•	 We join the World Council of Churches in praying for the countries of Cape Verde, The 

Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, and Senegal.
      Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.


