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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

July 4th, 2024July 4th, 2024

For over 300 days, brave Palestinian truth tellers in Gaza have been a voice to the voiceless. These 
truth tellers come in the form of journalists and social media influencers who have been instrumental 
in documenting the suffering of Gaza and providing a platform for their cries. Many of these truth 
tellers have been killed and targeted. Israel continues barring foreign reporters from Gaza and the 
few that go in are escorted by the Israeli military.   

•  God of light, help us understand that the position we take over the suffering in Gaza and 
the continuous war crimes committed by Israel is a stance about truth. As we honour and 
thank the truth tellers in Gaza, we remember the words of John the Apostle “let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:18). Lord, let us love 
Gaza through our actions.     

      Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

Recently, a new report by a UN independent Human rights body concluded that Israel and several 
Palestinian armed groups have both committed war crimes and crimes against humanity. This 
report based its investigation on the attack of the 7th of October and the subsequent Israeli military 
operations in Gaza from October 7th to the 31st of December 2023.  

• • God of all nations, we are broken, enraged, tired, and fearful but we remember that all 
empires fall. Lord, as more and more reports detail the sin in our land, we remember that, 
“Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; those who are glad at calamity will not go 
unpunished” (Proverbs 17:5). Lord, remind us that your love lasts forever and redeems 
all things. 

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     

From June 6th to 27th, the film “Where Olive Trees Weep” premiered, offering a poignant glimpse into 
the struggles and resilience of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation. The film delves into 
themes of loss, trauma, and the pursuit of justice. As part of the premiere, conversations were held 
with several Palestinians, including Omar Haramy, who discussed Palestinian Liberation Theology. 

• God of the broken, we know that you have been weeping with us for more than 76 years. 
Lord, assure us you hear all cries and see all tears. Lord, for those of us who are traumatised, 
heal us with your liberating spirit which causes us to pursue justice humbly and confidently.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  



June 26th marked the international day in support of victims of torture. Whilst Israel has consistently 
used torture against Palestinian prisoners and detainees for over 76 years, since the 7th of October 
the use of torture has escalated and has become more public. Several Israeli soldiers and prison 
officers have posted dozens of photos and videos documenting their acts of torture on their personal 
social media.    

• God of the tortured, you know what it is like to be tortured and humiliated. We remember 
that you said that what has been done to the least of these has been done to you, and 
so every time Palestinians are tortured, you are tortured anew. Lord, teach us to be in 
solidarity with the oppressed. Have mercy on those who torture, for their sin is grave.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer        

In recent weeks, Israeli Finance Minister, Bezalel Smotrich, revoked administration powers from 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) to Israel, over a large territory of the West Bank. This provides Israel 
control over construction, zoning, and planning for Palestinians in that area. The Israeli cabinet 
also adopted measures against Palestinian officials, saying that some might be expelled or have 
their movement restricted. Many Palestinians who live on these lands are now fearing imminent 
displacement.  

• God of Naboth, protect us from modern day Jezebels and Ahabs who plot, scheme, and 
murder to steal our lands. Lord, as we become more vulnerable to settler colonialism 
in the West Bank, where our lands, identity, and histories are erased, we remain 
faithful that you are just and see our suffering. Lord, we pray that our oppressors 
may repent like Ahab (1 Kings 21:29), turning away from supremacy and domination.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer      

Last week, Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA) announced the passing of one of the members 
of their Board of Trustees – Nahida Halaby Gordon. Nahida was born in Jerusalem in 1939 and fled 
Palestine to the United States in 1948 due to the Nakba. Nahida served FOSNA in an exemplary 
manner, offering not only her insights and experience as a Palestinian American woman, but also 
her expertise in finance and management. Nahida will be sorely missed by the Sabeel community.  

• God of mercy, comfort Nahida’s family and friends as they mourn. We pray for your mercy to be 
shown to all those grieving. We thank you for working through Nahida’s life, a life committed 
to witnessing to your love, justice, peace, and liberation. Lord, help us honour Nahida’s 
memory by striving for excellence, kindness, and generosity that she exemplified in her life.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Sudan, 
South Sudan, and Uganda. 

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayers 


