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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

May 31st, 2024May 31st, 2024

On the 20th of May, the International Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutor Karim Khan, issued a 
statement seeking arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant, and Hamas leaders, Ismail Haniyeh, Yahya Sinwar, and Mohammed Deif. All bear 
criminal responsibilities for several war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

•	 God the royal judge, whilst we pray for truth and justice to be exposed and enacted within 
the bodies of international law, we remember that true change requires moral and spiritual 
transformation, which is demanded by the law of love. Lord, whether in the ICJ, ICC, or on 
the streets, help us, “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. 
Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy” (Proverbs 31:8-9). 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

On June 6th, Friends of Sabeel France with 3 other French Christian movements are holding a 
webinar titled “Christians in Palestine & Christians in France: Which solidarity today and tomorrow?” 
This webinar will include Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac, the “Patriarch of the people” Michel Sabbah, and 
Omar Haramy, in addition to various pastors and priests from France.  

•	 God of justice, we thank you for the work of our friends and pray that all the speakers will be 
guided by the Holy Spirit. Lord, may this webinar inspire the Church to confess and repent 
for its complicity of Palestinian oppression and inspire prophetic action and imagination.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

Throughout the month of May, Sabeel has been hosting various delegations. The first delegation 
was a group of storytellers who consisted of award-winning singers, songwriters, and bestselling 
authors. The second delegation is from The Israel Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) who are here to “Come and see and go and tell”. 

•	 Divine creator, we are your pilgrims and are always journeying to seek you. We pray that 
all those who have witnessed the beauty and suffering of our land will spread our voices 
and work for our empowerment. Lord, help the oppressed illuminate the “Sabeel” (Arabic 
for “the way”) towards a more just and liberated reality. 

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 



On the 19th of May, the Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Nablus was raided by Israeli soldiers at 
4am. The security cameras of the Church captured soldiers vandalising Church property, the parish 
hall, and more. In response, the Church called the invasion “an evil and cowardly act” and quoted 
Matthew 16:18 “18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it”.

•	 Christ the good shepherd, although we fail to follow you, you protect us. Lord, 
remind us that faith belongs to you and faith, rightly understood and well lived, both 
personally and communally, leads us to liberation. Lord, we pray that the Anglican 
Church in Nablus be protected and that you are with them in their afflictions. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

Last week, the Israeli military raided Jenin refugee camp, resulting in the deaths of 12 people, 
including a teacher, a doctor, and four children. Moreover, Israeli bulldozers have demolished homes 
and the infrastructure of the camp. 

•	 God of love, you alone know the extent of suffering the people of Jenin refugee camp 
have experienced. Lord, let us not be afraid to defend the oppressed because of the 
power of the strong. Help us be your vessels from which your love flows since, “we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand” (Isaiah 64:8).  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

Last Friday, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a ruling charging Israel to immediately halt 
its military operations in Rafah, following South Africa’s ongoing case against Israel for the crimes 
of genocide. The Israeli war cabinet minister, Benny Gantz, brushed aside the ICJ’s order and 
the Israeli military have continued the ruthless bombardment of Rafah. News coming out of Rafah 
reports that at least 40 Palestinians have been killed in designated “safe zones”, many of whom 
were burned alive.   

•	 Everlasting God, we remember that no matter what ruling international law orders, we 
must continue the good fight. Lord, we cry to you to save the people of Gaza like the 
Psalmist declares, “Deliver me, O Lord, from evildoers; protect me from those who are 
violent, who plan evil things in their minds and stir up wars continually” (Psalm 140:1-2). 
Lord, we cry out to you, to put an end to this cruel genocide.  

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Angola and 
Mozambique. 

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


