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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

May 16th, 2024May 16th, 2024

Earlier last week, Hamas accepted an Egyptian-Qatari mediated cease-fire proposal. After the 
acceptance of Hamas, the Israeli military began bombing Rafah and fighting broke out at the border 
of Rafah. Many have been killed, including children. Humanitarian aid entering Gaza from Rafah 
has completely halted. Rafah hospitals are shutting down and according to UNRWA over 110,000 
Palestinians have fled Rafah. The true extent of suffering in Rafah is unknown; all eyes on Rafah.

• God who was, and is and is to come, like Jesus, our souls are overwhelmed with sorrow 
by the actions of the empires. The present circumstances seem to have no end in sight. 
The experience of loss and pain will remain with us until we die. Lord, ensure us that you 
are present with those suffering in Rafah and that you see all evil deeds whether they are 
in the light or in the dark. Lord, teach us how to lament so that we can actively work for 
an alternative reality.

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer
 
On the 15th of May, Palestinians around the world mark Nakba day. This day commemorates the 
Nakba as it is the beginning of the Palestinian people’s dispossession of their peoplehood, land, 
identity and culture. Although the events of 1948 completely changed the Palestinian reality, the 
Nakba is not an event but a structure, hence, the Nakba is ongoing. The current genocide in Gaza, 
the violence in the West Bank and Jerusalem, the realities of Palestinians in historic Palestine, and 
the refugees in the diaspora, all stem from the ongoing Nakba.

• God of Sumud, we the children of this land have been facing erasure for more than 76 
years. The experience of oppression and death continues from our ancestors to our 
children and now more than ever we ask: for how long O Lord? Help us understand that 
every life destroyed from settler colonialism is itself a Nakba. We thank you for the Holy 
Spirit which manifests in the form of Sumud helping us to keep our humanity, our identity, 
our fight for justice, and our faith.

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer    



On the 23rd of April, Kairos Palestine and Global Kairos for Justice Coalition issued a statement titled 
“A call for global Action and solidarity on Nakba Day May 15th, 2024: Israel’s Continuing Apartheid, 
Ethnic Cleansing, forcible displacement and now Genocide”. This statement calls on Churches, the 
International Community, and all other groups to use language which reflects the true realities on 
the ground and to act.   

• God of truth, help us discern the Kairos of our time so that we can bear true witness 
to your presence with those crucified today. Lord, help our movement maintain mutual 
love united for one common purpose which is led by the Holy Spirit. Remind us that 
our capability does not come from ourselves but “our competence comes from God” (2 
Corinthians 3:5).

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   

On the 30th of April, Kairos-Sabeel Netherlands and the Christian Collective occupied the office 
of the Christian Union in the Netherlands. This was to demand from the Christian Union in the 
Netherlands to stop their support for Israel’s military operations, ensure sufficient aid into Gaza, and 
to engage with their critics in meaningful dialogue. 

•  God of inclusivity, we are thankful for all our friends who are challenging unjust and corrupt 
structures. Lord, help the movement of liberation, justice, and peace in the Netherlands 
to call for repentance for the active and complicit role the Church in the Netherlands has 
taken in the ongoing Nakba Palestinians are facing. 

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

Last week, the Israeli forces demolished 47 homes in al-Naqab, sending those families into permanent 
exile and with no promise of alternative housing. The homes demolished belonged to the Abu Asa 
family. This is one of the largest demolitions in years for the Palestinians in al-Naqab.

• God of protection, in times of trouble we look to you as our shelter through the 
storm. Lord, restore the homes of the Abu Asa family and all Palestinians who have 
had their homes demolished. As we pray to you in lament may we remember that 
“the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:2)  
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

The student encampments for Palestine continue to increase around the globe. Although many 
students, lecturers, and professors have been subject to violence, arrests, threats, and slander, 
several universities have agreed to divest from Israel or are considering it. Many student encampments 
have shown strong community building as they have shared food, COVID tests, reading materials 
on Palestine, and interfaith services. These student movements are shaking up the world.

• Incarnated God, we thank you for the student movement for Palestine who 
are like the persistent widow who bothers unjust judges. Lord, we are grateful 
for the movement that is showing unwavering faith and causing the powerful 
to tremble, mountains to move, and inspiring millions. Lord, illuminate 
to us where we can bear witness in our lives through creative resistance.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, and Nepal.

     Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer


