
Jan 5th,2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

April 4th, 2024April 4th, 2024

This week’s Wave of Prayer is focused on Western Easter which will only contain liturgies focused 
on Easter which the Western Church celebrated last week. Moreover, these liturgies were used in 
the special Easter vigil held on the 30th March which held messages from Reverend Munther Isaac 
and prayers led by many of our partners: Bethlehem Bible College (BBC), Christ at the Checkpoint 
(CATC), Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP), Freedom Road, Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages, 
Global Emersion, Kairos Palestine, Network of Evangelicals for the Middle East (NEME), Red Letter 
Christians (RLC), and Telos.

•	 God of light, we know that oppression is grounded in deceit and Holy justice is centered 
on truth. Illuminate the wicked lies that systems, governments, ideologies, and theologies 
hold which result in so much suffering. Bless the journalists and advocates in Gaza who are 
exposing to the world the hidden and unhidden crimes which are being committed. Hosanna 
in the highest, to Christ who entered Jerusalem not on white stallion but on a donkey, save 
us from our unbelief, and deliver the oppressed from the modern-day Pharaohs and Pilates. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer       

•	 God of Mary, we understand your cries over your Son through the cries of Palestinian 
mothers weeping over their martyred children. Lord, if we are the ones witnessing the 
Gaza crucifixion, let us be like Mary Magdelene, who did not let the pain and grief make 
her numb to the suffering of Christ. Lord, give us courage to witness with our actions and 
voices, and if we are the ones doing the crucifying, move us to repent and confess publicly.     
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

•	 Crucified Messiah, we behold how you were tortured, mocked, beaten, stripped, and 
killed on the cross. Your cry “My God my God why I have you forsaken me” (Matthew 
27:46) is an exclamation we are saying for more than 75 years, and now more than 
ever. Lord, we thank you for identifying with us since “You were despised and rejected; 
one who knew suffering and was familiar with pain; people despised you and looked 
away and considered you worthless” (Isaiah 53:3). We await the day of your return.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer



•	 God of resurrection, although we are in despair and feel as though we are forever 
in Holy Saturday, the tomb is empty. We proclaim your victory over death, by 
continuing to resist against all odds and remembering your words “Do not be 
afraid” (Matthew 28:10). Your resurrection is good news to the oppressed since it 
is a proclamation of victory of sin and a liberation. Help us, O Lord to participate 
in your new creation by working for justice, liberation, and peace in Palestine.  
El-Messiah Qam… Haqan Qam

•	 God of new creation, after you rose from the dead you were identified as a gardener. 
Help us steward your creation, uprooting the evil weeds and roots of oppression 
and planting trees and plants of love and justice. As we face dark days let us 
have active patience since, “if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for 
it patiently” (Romans 8:25). We hold on to our faith that the day will come when, 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).  
El-Messiah Qam… Haqan Qam

•	 The God who was, and is, and is to come, we the living stones the descendants of the Early 
Church, and the Saints are few in number in our land. Lord, the fate of your flock in Gaza 
is uncertain, yet they remain steadfast. Help us understand that the mission is the same, 
irrespective of our numbers and capabilities. Lord, let us not lean on our own understanding, 
but have faith that produces good fruit. Help us in these days struggle for our existence 
in our native land and purge any corruption in our churches, theologies, and institutions.     
El-Messiah Qam… Haqan Qam

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


