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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

April 18th, 2024April 18th, 2024

On the 13th of April, Iran launched hundreds of drones and missiles towards Israel after vowing 
retaliation for a deadly Israeli strike on its consulate in the Syrian capital Damascus. Although nearly 
all the missiles and drones were intercepted, a 7-year-old girl, Amina al-Hassouni, was severely 
injured by missile shrapnel and an airbase in Israel was lightly damaged. Many fear that Israel’s 
future response to Iran’s attack will escalate to an all-out regional war.  

• God of peace, many of us are fearful of a potential regional war. We ask that 
you heal the wounds of Amina and comfort her family with your presence. Lord, 
urge those in decision making positions to move quickly to lay the foundations 
for a comprehensive just peace in the region. Illuminate that the pivotal 
step towards achieving this requires putting an end to Palestinian suffering. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Hundreds of armed Israeli settlers stormed villages in the West Bank over the weekend, setting fire 
to several homes and cars, killing at least two people, and injuring many in one of the largest attacks 
by settlers this year. This attack was carried out in the pretext of revenge after a 14-year-old settler 
was found dead in the West Bank. Raids by Israeli settlers and soldiers against West Bank towns 
and villages have increased since October 7, killing hundreds of Palestinians.

• God of justice, we lament over all those who have been killed by violence and hate. 
Lord, our land is filled with the blood of so many. Help us understand the root problem 
of these tragedies and resist it. Hold each person and system accountable for the 
injustice occurring in the West Bank and be with all who are mourning and afraid. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer   

In the beginning of April, a group of Israeli settlers accompanied by Israeli police officers entered 
the Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem’s Old City, known as the Cows’ Garden, and began assaulting 
Armenians and vandalizing their property. This incident is part of a series of events where Israeli 
police and settler groups have assaulted Jerusalem’s Armenians. Armenian community members say 
losing the Cows’ Garden would pose an existential threat to their community and would irrevocably 
damage Jerusalem’s diverse character.

• God of inclusivity, the beauty of our people is akin to a colorful mosaic. The more 
supremacy and exclusivity reign in our land, the more our vibrant society is 
erased. Intervene and halt the bullying of Israeli police, settlers, and municipality 
who pose an existential threat to the Armenian community. Give joy and 
unwavering resolve to the Palestinian Armenians as they resist their own erasure. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer



This week, Sabeel will host its yearly community Easter egg hunt in Beit Sahour, bringing together 
children from orphanages and the margins of society. Scheduled for mid-April to coincide with 
both Western and Eastern Easter celebrations, the event has a range of delightful activities for 
all participants.

• God of joy, we thank you for all children who teach us to delight in your creation and 
have joy despite our realities. Lord, we pray that the Sabeel Easter egg hunt will provide 
moments of laughter and happiness to these kids who have experienced so much 
sadness and pain. Lord, we remember your words, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mattthew 18:3). 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Last week, Layan Nasir, a member of the Anglican Church in Beirzeit, was arrested, along with 
several others, by Israeli forces in the early hours of the morning. Following Layan’s arrest, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has called for her swift release. Nasir was previously arrested on the 7th 
of July 2021, during which Israeli forces stormed her home where she was handcuffed, blinded, and 
transported to Ofer military camp for interrogation. The Israeli military court has placed Layan under 
a 4-month administrative dentation which means she has not been charged with any crime and her 
detention can be renewed indefinitely.

• Heavenly Father, we are worried for your precious daughter Layan and all 
others arrested with her. We come to you in prayer because “The Lord hears 
the needy and does not despise his captive people” (Psalm 69:33). Lord, 
protect Layan and all those in detention. Comfort their families with your 
presence. Lord, deliver our oppressors who imprison themselves with hatred.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Germany is facing charges at the top United Nations court for allegedly “facilitating the commission 
of genocide” against Palestinians in Gaza in coordination with its military and political ally, Israel. 
Nicaragua presented its case before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the 8th of April, 
demanding judges impose emergency measures to stop Germany from providing Israel with 
weapons and other assistance.

• Righteous God, we come before you are seeking justice. We know that righteousness 
and peace must be grounded in truth. Lord, we pray for all countries who are 
funding and supplying the Israeli military operation in Gaza to repent publicly, work 
for an immediate ceasefire, and give reparations to the victims of their crimes. 
Lord, remind us that all should be humble before God, even nations and empires.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer        

• We Join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


