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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

April 11th, 2024April 11th, 2024

Last week, The Israeli military withdrew from the Gaza Strip’s largest hospital after a two-week raid, 
leaving behind scenes of devastation. Local sources who have witnessed atrocities for more than 
180 days remark that the scenes at Al-Shifa Hospital are “indescribable”. Indeed, photos, videos, 
eyewitness stories reveal torture, killings and destruction that cannot be imagined. It is unclear what 
is the death toll since bodies are unidentifiable, however, Gaza’s civil defense agency claim at least 
300 Palestinians were killed in and around the hospital. Al-Shifa is completely out of service.     

•	 God of healing (shifa), how much more death, destruction, and torture can 
our people take? How many Palestinian lives need to be killed for the world 
to respond? Why do you not stop this O Lord? Man of sorrows, help us be 
witnesses to your love and the suffering of the oppressed even though it is hard 
to see if you are with us “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Last week, Israeli lawmakers have overwhelmingly approved a law that gives senior ministers the power 
to temporarily shut foreign news networks that they deem a security risk. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he would ‘act immediately’ in accordance with the law to stop Al-Jazeera’s activities.

•	 God of truth, we are worried about the recent Israeli law as it restricts free press and 
freedom of speech. We know that those who commit evil want to do so in the dark and 
those who illuminate their deeds are a thorn in their sides. Lord, help us in the struggle 
against political disinformation and censorship. We thank you for the brave journalists 
in Gaza who sacrifice themselves to give voice to the voiceless and reveal truth amidst 
immense deceit and confusion.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

On the 1st of April, Israeli military killed seven people in a World Central Kitchen (WCK) aid convoy 
in Gaza. Despite coordination between WCK and the Israeli military, markings on the vehicles that 
had the WCK logo, and travelling in a “deconflicted zone”, the convoy was hit. In the aftermath of the 
attack, hundreds of tons of life saving aid intended to reach Gaza is returning to Cyprus. Since the 
7th of October, nearly 200 aid workers have died in Gaza, most of them are Palestinians.

•	 God of life, help us understand that the killings of the WCK workers and the hundreds 
of Palestinian aid workers, is an attack on those trying to help dire situations around 
the world. We pray for the souls of the numerous Good Samaritans in our land, whether 
they be internationals or Palestinians who have been martyred. May we remember that 
“One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to 
poverty” (Proverbs: 11:24).  

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 



Sabeel is saddened to hear of the sudden passing of Guy Fabreguettes, a Sabeel friend, and the 
treasurer of Friends of Sabeel France. Sabeel sends our condolences to Guy’s family and all his 
loved ones and join with Friends of Sabeel France in their mourning. Guy passed away on the 1st 
of April on Easter Monday.   

•	 God of mercy, we lift up Guy and all those mourning his lost. You are a good and loving 
father whose mercies are new every morning. Help, Guy’s family as they in grief his 
passing from this world and pray that the Holy Spirit comforts them. We remember the 
promise of resurrection on Easter Monday where one day death shall be no more, and 
love’s victory will be everlasting.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     
  
A couple of weeks ago, Israel’s Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich has declared 800 hectares (1,977 
acres) in the West Bank as state land, in a move that will facilitate the use of the ground for settlement 
building. Furthermore, Smotrich used biblical references to justify this decision. The land intended 
for settlements is the Jordan Valley.

•	 God of power, we identify with the story of Naboth’s vineyard. As our land is slowly 
being stolen which is the source of our identity, culture, and livelihood we cry 
out to you to intervene. Lord, be with the communities in the West Bank who are 
oppressed from the illegal settlements. Help us steward your good creation by 
resisting the expansion of the illegal settlements which corrupts your creation.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

A recent statement has been formulated by several Christians from the Holy Land and other parts 
of the world such as Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek, Bishop Dr. Munib Younan, Patriarch Emeritus Michel 
Sabbah, Rev. Robert O. Smith, Bishop Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, and Rev. Prof. Dr. Chris Ferguson. 
This statement is titled “Statement on Plans to Sacrifice a Red Heifer” which condemns the plans of 
the Temple Institute which is aided by Christian Zionists to build the Third Temple within the Haram 
al-Sharif compound. 

•	 God of inclusivity, Jerusalem is known to be a Holy city but sadly it has become 
a city of hatred and supremacy. We the living stones are appalled from the exclusive 
attempts to promote Jewish supremacy which is supported by Christian Zionists, 
and are determined to resist it. We give thanks to the Palestinian Church which 
has a living prophetic tradition of theology and leadership. Help us, Lord “Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you’” (Psalm 122:6). 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Bulgaria, 
Hungary, and Romania.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


