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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Mar 8th, 2024Mar 8th, 2024

In recent weeks, several Palestinians in Gaza have died from starvation, most of them are kids and 
babies. Furthermore, humanitarian aid has been systemically denied entry into Gaza and aid convoys 
are coming under Israeli fire. On the 29th of February, Israeli forces opened fire at Palestinians 
waiting for food aid southwest of Gaza City, which resulted in the killing of over 120 Palestinians and 
wounded over 760 people. This massacre is known as the “Flour Massacre.”

•	 Lord Christ, you tell us that you are the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35). We come before you shocked, 
disgusted, and lost. We plead that you provide the people of Gaza their daily bread while so 
many are starving. Lord, intervene and stop these atrocities which kill people even as they 
wait for aid. Provide aid to our oppressors who are sick spiritually, morally, and politically.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

Last week, the Israeli finance minister announced the approval of new illegal settlements in Gush 
Etzion, south of Jerusalem, and said work would continue to authorize further settlements. This is 
part of a larger plan to Judaize Jerusalem.

•	 Holy God, we cry like you did over the hatred, corruption, and disgrace in our 
land. We remember the words of the Psalmist, which encouraged us to “pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6). Help us bring peace to Jerusalem and all around 
the world by liberating it from the sins of colonialism, supremacy, and corruption. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer      

The 1st of March was the World Day of Prayer. This year, prayers were written and led by Palestinian 
Christian women. Our sisters, mothers, daughters, and grandmothers reflected collectively on 
Ephesians 4:1-6 from the context of their suffering as Palestinian Christian women, which reads, “I 
beg you, bear with one another in love”.

•	 God of Mary, Martha, and Hannah, we are grateful for the leadership and resistance of 
Palestinian women, a tradition that spans across centuries. We pray for all Palestinian 
women who are uniquely oppressed because of their ethnicity and gender. We pray 
especially for the women in Gaza who are victims of colonialism including sexual violence.    
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 



Last month, members of U.S. Congress received more than 500 olivewood hearts made and 
blessed in Bethlehem from the United Church of Christ. Each wooden heart represents one beating 
heart of the nearly 12,000 Palestinian children killed in Gaza since October 7th. The hearts were 
accompanied with a letter urging Congress to “raise your voice for peace and reconciliation in the 
Holy Land. True peace can only be achieved through the pursuit of justice for all parties involved.” 

•	 Prince of Peace, it has been over 150 days with no ceasefire. We come before you 
bewildered that the Western world has not exercised their power to stop the loss of 
so many lives, loss which will damage generations to come. Lord, bring an immediate 
ceasefire and give us courage and wisdom to pursue a just peace in our land. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   

 
On the 20th of February, Sabeel held a Women’s Bible study as a part of its larger program of Bible 
Study Groups. This meeting is intended to help Christians use the Bible as a tool to relate faith with 
their daily life, reflecting a core component in Palestinian Liberation Theology. 

•	 Word Incarnate, the scriptures are a holy witness to your nature of love 
and activity in history. Help the Sabeel Bible study program collectively 
uncover the revelation of your love and the meaning it has for all Palestinians 
today. Help us, cultivate a contextual theology of love and liberation. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   

Friends of Sabeel France and Christians in the Mediterranean Area issued a letter to the Churches 
of France and their leaders on February the 21st. This letter calls the Churches of France and their 
leaders to work for an immediate and lasting ceasefire, the provision of essential humanitarian aid 
into Gaza, an end to all violence in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and the implementation 
of the measures proclaimed by the International Court of Justice to prevent the act of genocide in 
Gaza, amongst other requests. 

•	 Loving God, we thank you for the work the Friends of Sabeel France and Christians 
in the Mediterranean Area are doing. We pray that their letter spreads across all of 
France so that more will work for justice. Lord, help the Churches in France rise up to 
this call and serve as a prophetic voice so that they may be salt and light in the world. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries 
of Ireland, United Kingdom: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 


