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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Mar 29th, 2024Mar 29th, 2024

Time is running out for the people of Gaza. The UN, several governments, the World Bank, many 
other organizations and bodies, along with millions around the world, are pointing out that the 
people of Gaza are at imminent risk of famine as a result of starvation. Several Palestinians, many 
of whom are children, have already died due to starvation and dehydration. The small amount of 
aid that enters Gaza is like a drop of water in the ocean.

•	 Eternal God, no words can express the suffering of the people in Gaza. Many of us are in 
despair. As our hearts, minds, and spirits are consumed with the suffering in Gaza, we 
remember the promise that “Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst” 
(Revelation 7:16). Lord, help us to continue fighting the good fight, bearing witness to 
your love and our native land. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Last week, Jared Kushner has praised the new US-built makeshift port off Gaza, and suggested 
Israel should use the port to remove Palestinians civilians in Gaza while it continues its military 
operations. Benjamin Netanyahu has reportedly suggested that the new US port, which was 
installed to help ship aid to Gaza, could be used to deport Palestinians. Several scholars, experts, 
and organizations have noted that the US port was built to gain access to the Gaza Marine which 
contains a large natural-gas field.

•	 God of the poor, we remember the Psalmist words that “God is a righteous judge, and 
a God who has indignation every day” (Psalm 7:11-12). Help us, O Lord, channel our 
anger which stems from injustice, towards sin. Help our oppressors as they dehumanize 
themselves by treating us and the oppressed as an obstacle for their self-interests. Sober 
the powerful from their drunkenness.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 



 Last week, Palestinians marked Mother’s Day on the 21st of March. This day honors and celebrates 
all Palestinian mothers. Moreover, on the 19th of March, many Palestinians celebrated the birthday 
of the “Patriarch of the People”, Patriarch Michel Sabbah who celebrated his 91st birthday. 

•	 God of Mary and Joseph, we are grateful to all the Palestinian mothers who have had to be 
mothers in very difficult circumstances. Many of whom can identify with Mary, a mother of 
a person who was martyred by imperial powers, and a great woman of agency. We are also 
grateful to the leadership and devotion of Patriarch Michel Sabaah who many consider in 
the Palestinian community as a spiritual father. Let us remember the words of the “Patriarch 
of the People” in light of the current situation: “I call on each one, that he may take up his 
responsibility… and to contribute more light and more hope in the difficult situation which we 
live, by their own reflexion and their various services” (Sabbah, First Pastoral Letter, 1988).
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer    

This week for the Western Church is Holy Week. This week is between Palm Sunday and Easter, 
observed with special solemnity as a time of devotion to the Passion of Jesus Christ. This year in 
Palestine, as we commemorate Holy Week, our thoughts will be with our people who are suffering 
so terribly. Sabeel will be having a devotional study for Holy Week which is inspired by the Gaza 
Ceasefire Pilgrimage and the Sabeel Contemporary Way of the Cross.   

•	 Prince of Peace, we remember that you rode on a donkey not a white stallion, we remember 
you were betrayed by a kiss and denied by your followers, we remember that you lamented 
on the cross “My God my God why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). Lord, help 
the world understand that the proclamation “Hosanna” is the cry of the oppressed to be 
delivered, the cry of Gaza amidst their suffering. Lord, it feels that we are forever in Holy 
Saturday, help us with your resurrection power not to be in despair.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   

Last week, horrific scenes have come out of Al-Shifa hospital. Israeli military has sieged the 
hospital and killed at least 100 people, many parts of the medical compound has been destroyed, 
and people sheltering inside were ordered to leave, including hundreds of patients. Israel has 
claimed to have killed terrorists during their assault. However, Palestinian health authorities and 
international NGOs strongly denied claims by Israel that Hamas fighters are based in the hospital. 
It is still unclear how many patients and other civilians were killed in the raid.

•	 God of life, we come to you broken and afraid from hearing the news in Al-Shifa hospital. 
The events known to us are horrifying and the events we do not know haunt us. It seems 
that the empires today and the systems who oppress us “love evil rather than good, 
falsehood rather than speaking the truth.” (Psalm 52:3). Lord, be with all the victims at Al-
Shifa hospital and stop the madness of military operations in hospitals.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

On the 26th of March, Sabeel will be having the Contemporary Way of the Cross event in Jerusalem. 
This is part of a larger tradition at Sabeel where Palestinians and internationals walk together the 
14 stations of the Cross (Via Dolorosa) and connect our suffering as Palestinian Christians with 
the suffering of Jesus through songs and prayers. Unfortunately, this year Palestinians from the 
West Bank will not be able to attend due to the restriction of movement. 

•	 Crucfied Messiah, we Palestinians interpret your journey to the cross with our own historical and 
contemporary experience. We interpret our own crucifixion with yours and proclaim that you have 
identified with us and care for our liberation. Lord, we pray that you continue to reveal to us the 
good news that Christ brings, and pray that we participate in sharing it by working for justice for all. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer      

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Czech 
Republic, Poland, and Slovakia.


