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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Mar 22nd, 2024Mar 22nd, 2024

Last week, Prime minister Netanyahu announced that the military plan for a ground invasion 
of Rafah, where about 1.4 million Palestinians are sheltering, has been approved. The UN and 
several countries that have supported Israel uncritically since October 7th have warned Israel 
against this plan. The majority of people in Rafah are displaced Gazans who have been living 
through hellish circumstances.

•	 God of the oppressed, give us sight which recognizes that although structures, 
governments, and empires have powers to kill, starve, ethnically cleanse, and oppress 
our people for years, that you are amongst us, even those who are suffering alone and 
abandoned. Lord, we plead for an immediate ceasefire and hold on to our faith that you 
are faithful and your love is everlasting.

      Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

It has been more than 160 days of bombings, starvation, torture, and overall catastrophic humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza. According to UNRWA, the death toll in Gaza is higher than that of all wars around the 
world in the last four years. Furthermore, almost daily, aid seekers across Gaza have been killed by 
Israeli strikes. 

•	 Eternal God, your love to your precious children in Gaza cannot be separated through 
bombs, starvation, and hatred. Lord, you breathed life into each soul in Gaza that has 
been taken away by evil. Help us Lord, not to commit idolatry by being fatalistic, but 
be witnesses that you are a good God who restores justice, loves liberation, and is the 
source of hope. Multiply the food and aid in Gaza as you did when feeding the 5,000. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

    
In the last week, Israeli police forces prevented hundreds of Palestinian Muslim worshippers from 
entering the Haram al-Sharif compound. Some Palestinians who attempted to enter Al-Aqsa were 
faced with severe beatings as a large Israeli police force permitted only women and men aged 
over 55. Simultaneously, Israeli settlers have stormed the compound with the protection of the 
Israeli army.

•	 All merciful God, help us to uphold people’s freedom to express and live out 
their faith for what they believe. May we work for genuine tolerance by being 
intolerant for what is evil in all spheres of our lives. Lord, comfort those 
who are unable to express their faith in security and liberty this Ramadan. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer



On the 12th of March, Rami Hamdan Al-Halhouli, a resident of the Shuafat refugee camp in Jerusalem, 
was shot and killed by Israeli police. Israeli police claim that Rami had pointed the fireworks at them, 
whilst Rami’s father, who was an eyewitness, claims that this is a false allegation.  Israeli Justice 
Ministry officials are not expecting the Israeli police to be indicted for the killing of Rami. Rami was 
only 12 years old.

•	 God of justice, your Holy anger heals. Heal our wounded hearts, broken from the 
killing of Rami. We remember that you were powerless on the cross like Rami’s 
father in seeking justice. You know how it is to see your son killed. Lord, assure us 
that not only the shooter of the bullet will be held accountable, but also the policies, 
decision makers, and ideologies who were responsible for the killing of Rami.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

The Custos of the Holy Land as part of its traditional collection for Good Friday is fundraising for 
Schools in the Holy Land. This is the result of the Pope’s wishes for the bond between all the 
Christians in the world and the local Christian community and the Holy sites in Palestine-Israel to 
remain strong. The schools in the Holy Land, which are part of the Churches, are in great financial 
difficulty due to the events taking place after October 7th.

•	 Loving Father, may every contribution, small or big, be a blessing to the children of the 
schools in the Holy Land. We see how the events in Palestine are affecting our children. We 
are grateful for your work through the fundraisers and work of individuals, organizations, 
and churches. Help us Lord, participate in the works of your kingdom though we might 
not see it or understand it.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

After February’s successful webinar on “Zionism and Antisemitism”, Sabeel is looking forward to 
hosting a panel titled “Islam and Islamophobia” as part of our preconference webinars leading to the 
Sabeel 2024 conference in November. The speakers for the upcoming webinar include Santiago 
Slabodsky, Mariam Barghouti, and Iskander Abbasi. 

•	 God of truth, use the speakers and this panel to educate the listeners for better 
understanding of truth, which leads to truthful action. We pray that our fight for justice 
will be in all spaces, and we pray that this webinar creates a ripple effect which causes 
actions of love throughout the world.  

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  
 
•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Estonia, 

Latvia, and Lithuania.
     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


