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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Mar 15th, 2024Mar 15th, 2024

On the 10th of March, the Muslim world marked the first day of Ramadan. Ramadan is the most 
important month in Islam which is observed with fasting, daily communal prayers, and recitation 
of the Quran, amongst other practices. Nearly every year in Palestine the month of Ramadan is 
marked with violence, provocation, and the obstruction of the freedom of worship by the State of 
Isarel against the Palestinian Muslim population. 

• Holy God, we pray that all Palestinian Muslims will be able to practice their spirituality this 
Ramadan without restrictions and violence. We remember that our oppressors enforce 
rules not to protect, but to restrict. Lord, as millions fast this Ramadan let them remember 
the people in Gaza who are starving, and as they come together in community to break 
their fasts, may they be reminded of the collective strength communities possess to 
challenge injustices.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

People in Gaza are waiting for the outcome of ceasefire talks while Israeli attacks, starvation, 
diseases, and hellish circumstances continue, affecting 2.2 million people. Children are dying of 
starvation in northern Gaza, and many are experiencing severe malnutrition. Aid is systematically 
denied from entering Gaza, especially the northern part and the aid that does make it through is at 
times under fire from Israel’s military.   

• God of the oppressed, the full extent of the suffering in Gaza is unknown. Lord, we come 
to you like the Psalmist asking “Why, O Lord, do you stand far off? Why do you hide 
yourself in times of trouble?” (Psalm 10:1). Lord, we hold on to our faith that the depths 
of agony and pain are only truly known by you and the people of Gaza. Lord, deliver the 
people of Gaza and stop the starvation they are experiencing. Keep us from growing 
numb to the suffering that is occurring.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

An internal UN report describes widespread abuse of Palestinian detainees from Gaza in Israeli 
detention centers, including beatings, dog attacks, the prolonged use of stress positions and sexual 
assault. Moreover, some Israeli soldiers are seen enjoying the abuse of Palestinian detainees by 
sharing videos and photos of the torture.   

• God of life, for those humiliated, sexuality abused, tortured, and beaten, provide signs 
of your presence. Grant strength to those who are struggling. For those who have died, 
embrace them with your arms. Give courage to those who have committed horrific acts 
to repent and confess publicly for their crimes. Help us bring down the systems and 
decision makers who have caused so much torment.
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer



Since the 7th of October, Israel has stepped up its arrest campaign in the occupied West Bank, and 
mistreatment of prisoners in its overstuffed jails. Palestinian organizations are documenting abuses 
by Israel and its forces in the hope that one day they will be held accountable. Several Palestinian 
prisoners have died in the last few months for unknown reasons. Simultaneously, the Israeli families 
of hostages held in Gaza by Hamas set out on a four-day march from Kibbutz Re’im to Jerusalem 
advocating for the release of their loved ones who are being held hostage. 

• God of the captives, we pray for all the hostages, those in Israeli prisons who are 
considered administrative detainees, and those held by Hamas in Gaza. Lord, protect the 
Israeli hostages from the Israeli bombs that are dropped in Gaza and ensure their safe 
and soon release. Lord, protect all Palestinians unjustly held in Israeli prisons and bring 
an end to their suffering. Lord, help us find a vision in our land where political strategies 
which use hostages as pawns cease to exist. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Sabeel is immensely sad with the sudden passing of our dear friend Eric Merx. Eric was a good friend 
of Sabeel who often worshiped with us, attended meetings, and helped us with several projects. Last 
Christmas, Eric helped Sabeel support many Palestinian families in need. Thanks to him, over 100 
families were able to access food and cover basic bills. This all-bears testament to his loving and 
generous heart. Sabeel will dearly miss our friend.  

• Loving Father, we join in mourning with Eric’s family. Comfort all who were close to Eric 
and assure his family that he is in your presence. We celebrate Eric’s life by continuing 
our mission and pray that we will continue to learn from his life and legacy. Lord, we are 
grateful for the ways you worked through Eric, and we were privileged to have known him. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     

Since the beginning of Lent, a network of autonomous Christian groups have been on a pilgrimage 
of solidarity for Gaza, also known as the Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimage. This group has been engaging 
in a prayerful show of solidarity, where people during Lent are walking the length of the Gaza 
Strip (41 kilometers long and 6-12 kilometers wide) advocating for an immediate ceasefire. These 
pilgrimages are taking place throughout Lent across 145 cities in 18 countries. 

• God of mercy, we thank you for those participating in the Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages who 
are praying with their feet. Help us, Lord, here in Palestine, and across the world to, “walk in 
the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice” (Proverbs 8:20). Let this pilgrimage be 
a prophetic action which bears witness to the injustice of this world and to the revolutionary 
love which resists against all odds. Stir in us an unwavering zeal for a ceasefire. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Denmark, 
Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


