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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 9th, 2024Feb 9th, 2024

On the 30th of January, Israeli forces disguised as medical staff and civilians shot and killed three 
Palestinians who were allegedly connected to Hamas inside a hospital in the city of Jenin. The 
killings were carried out by undercover operatives while the men were sleeping at Ibn Sina Hospital 
according to statements issued by the Palestinian Ministry of Health and the Israeli army. Since the 
7th of October, Jenin and other cities in the West Bank experience daily raids by Israel.  

• Almighty God, places where the sick and wounded are cared for are sacred. We pray 
that the guns and death which follow the Israeli occupation stay away from the places 
where sick and wounded people are taken care of. Lord, what world do we live in 
where hospitals have become conflict zones? Lord, help us to diagnose the true 
source of oppression and treat it accordingly. Foster in us Holy anger against sin.      
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

On the same day the ICJ delivered its provisional ruling regarding the charges brought by South 
Africa against the state of Israel, UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees) was plunged into crisis. This was due to Israel accusing 12 of UNRWA’s employees in 
Gaza of involvement in Hamas’ 7th of October attack. In response to these allegations, the United 
States, Britain, Germany, and other top donor countries suspended their funding to UNRWA. This 
suspension of funding threatens the “lifesaving” humanitarian assistance UNRWA provides in Gaza.    

• God of justice, we are frightened by the news that so many countries are 
suspending funds to UNRWA, an agency that so many Gazans depend on for aid. 
We remember the words of Christ who taught us that, “everyone who sins is a slave 
to sin” (John 8:34). We pray for the liberation of those who decided to suspend their 
funds which so many lives depend on. We pray that oppressors repent of their 
sin, and begin working to restore justice in places where there has been none.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  



Gaza has been experiencing death, starvation, displacement, diseases, and horrific humanitarian 
collapse for more than 120 days. Over 27,000 people have died in Gaza since the 7th of October. 
The cold and rainy weather conditions have added to the nightmare millions are living through daily 
in Gaza.  Furthermore, as more time passes without a ceasefire, the certainty of the security of the 
Israeli hostages diminishes. An immediate ceasefire could save numerous lives.    

• God of the oppressed, bring an end to the suffering in Gaza. Preserve each Gazan 
life. Help us be agents of your kingdom. If you call us to be brave like Stephen, 
give us courage. If you call us to repent from our sins like Saul, open our eyes so 
that we repent. Give us faith which can move mountains and bring a ceasefire, 
despite the wishes of the empires of the world. Lord, may your will be done.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     

Over the past two weeks, Israeli demonstrators gathered to stop aid lorries from entering Gaza at 
several crossings. Some of the protesters include family members of captives being held by Hamas 
and are demanding that their release come before any more humanitarian aid can cross. As a result, 
hundreds of lorries carrying lifesaving aid have been forced to turn around at the crossings and enter 
through Rafah, severely delaying life-saving aid.  

• God of life, we are seeing how vicious one can be when their enemy is dehumanized. Protect 
us from the desire for revenge and give us the wisdom to seek healing through the end of 
occupation, siege, massacres, starvation, hostages, and any other form oppression. Allow the 
lorries with humanitarian aid to enter Gaza swiftly, saving the thousands of desperate Gazans.   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer      

For over 120 days, Palestinian medical workers, journalists, and rescue teams have been working 
under constant life threating situations and hellish conditions. At least 300 healthcare workers have 
been killed in Gaza, according to the UN. This is more than the total number of health worker deaths 
recorded across all countries in conflict last year, and in any single year since 2016. Furthermore, 
according to the government media in Gaza, at least 100 journalists have been killed since the 7th 
of October.  

• Everlasting God, words cannot express how the medical workers, journalists, and rescue 
teams have showed acts of heroism. They are saints in medical and journalist uniforms, 
risking their lives for the sake of others. Lord, protect the remaining medical teams, 
journalists, and rescue teams who have not yet been killed. Illuminate how we, wherever 
we are and with the capabilities we have, can act with selfless love for those most in need. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer     

Since the 7th of October, the Sabeel staff have been working under difficult conditions. Some leave 
for work very early to pass through checkpoints and avoid violence from the Israeli army and settlers, 
others have faced threats, all are suffering mentally, spiritually, and at times physically due to the 
ongoing situation. We are in anguish for our people and specifically for our loved ones. 

• God of hope, we thank you for each team member and volunteer at Sabeel. We pray that 
you keep us protected during these times as we work for the mission of Sabeel under 
difficult circumstances. Strengthen us when we are weak, provide us clarity and wisdom 
as we navigate uncertain and frightening times, and help us function as one body. May 
all our actions be motivated from love since “Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:4).   
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer                

• We join with World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries 
of Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, and Vatican City.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

 

 


