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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 23rd, 2024Feb 23rd, 2024

Last week, Ash Wednesday marked the beginning of Lent. In the coming weeks, many Christians 
in the world will practice fasting, meditation, daily prayers, and scripture readings. During this 
Lent season, there are various initiatives which dedicate their meditation and reflection with Gaza 
in mind. One initiative out of many, is the “Struggle and Lament Series”, organized by Friends 
of Sabeel North America, The Kairos Center, Freedom Church of the Poor, Black Christians 
for Palestine, Faith for Black Lives, and National Council of Churches, among other important 
organisations and movements. 

•	 Holy God, your perfect nature not only reveals our individual sins, but the sins present 
in structures and systems. During the season of Lent, help us, O Lord, to repent 
from our sins and turn the other way. Help us, with your Holy Spirit, reclaim holiness 
by ending oppression in all its forms and liberating all from the shackles of sin. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer   

In recent weeks, all eyes have been on Rafah and Nasser Hospital in Gaza. Mass displacement 
in Rafah continues as Israel’s military increases its air raids and artillery fire. Many fear a ground 
operation on the southern city which was once designated a “safe zone.” In Nasser hospital, people 
are being indiscriminately attacked by Israeli forces, both inside and outside the hospital and as they 
try to flee the facility. 

•	 God of life, as we witness so much death and brutality, we come before you with 
the words of the Psalmist, “O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and 
by night, but find no rest” (Psalm 22:2). Lord, while we have no control and are 
experiencing a sense of powerlessness, remind us that we can be witnesses. Let 
us bear witness to the fact that you breathe life, conquer death, and restore justice. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer   



On the 14th of February, at least 10 people, including six children, were killed by Israeli air strikes 
in villages across southern Lebanon. Furthermore, Iran launched attacks in Syria and Iraq after 
members of its elite forces were killed in Damascus allegedly in Israeli attacks, while the US, along 
with the United Kingdom, has carried out several attacks against the Houthis in Yemen. Experts 
warn that if an immediate ceasefire is not achieved, there will be further escalation and violence in 
the region. 

•	 • God of peace, the empires, states, and militaries of the world legitimise themselves through 
violence and deceit. As we proclaim that you are the “Prince of Peace,” help us to be agents 
who work for an immediate ceasefire of bombs and lies in our region, especially in Gaza. 
Help us disrupt and end settler colonialism so that we can rejoice in peace and justice. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer         

Last week, the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Ibrahimi Mosque were both stormed by Israeli settlers and 
Israeli forces. These actions mark a deliberate political act intended to “Judaize” Holy sites and promote 
Jewish supremacy. Since the 7th of October, coverage on the abuse and restrictions Palestinians face 
in accessing Holy sites has been minimal, yet for the local communities, it is a daily reality. 

•	 Divine creator, the full extent of the suffering we are experiencing cannot be fully articulated and 
shown to the world. You alone see and hear all evil and good deeds. Protect us from all forms 
of supremacy and ensure that all Holy sites and rights of freedom of worship are respected. 
Lord, uproot the seeds of hate and replace it with seeds that will produce the fruit of love. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer   

On February 5th, Wadea’ E’layan, aged 14, was shot and killed by Israeli forces near the Israeli 
settlement of Ma’ale Adumim. According to Israeli sources, E’layan allegedly attempted to stab an 
Israeli soldier at the roundabout leading to Ma’ale Adumim when Israeli forces shot toward him. 
After falling from the first shots, an Israeli soldier shot at him again. Israeli forces later confiscated 
E’layan’s body. 

•	 God of justice, protect all the young people in our land as they face so much danger 
and uncertainty. Have mercy on the family of E’layan and comfort them as they mourn. 
We hold on to our faith that you do not abandon us in life or death. Lord, we ask you 
to intervene and stop the bloodshed which has been ongoing for over 75 years.  
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer  

 
Several Palestinians who were detained in Gaza have recently been released. Many of them testify 
that they were beaten, tortured and humiliated while held in detention by Israeli forces. Some 
Palestinians who were detained have sustained severe physical and mental injuries. Israeli soldiers 
are facing increasing accusations of gross mistreatment of prisoners in violation of international law.

•	 God of the captives, countless Palestinians have endured the suffering of Christ. 
You too were crucified and mocked by authorities and structures of power. Lord, 
provide healing through justice and liberation to all who are tortured and abused. 
Humble the arrogant who are foolish to think they can act cruelly with impunity. We 
remember that you are co-suffering with Palestinians who are tortured and humiliated.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of France, 
Germany, and Monaco.

      Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer


