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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 16th, 2024Feb 16th, 2024

The 14th of February marks for many Christians worldwide Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday 
symbolizes the first day of Lent and is traditionally observed with fasting and abstinence from meat 
and other animal products. Ash Wednesday derives its name from this practice, in which placement 
of ashes on the forehead is accompanied by the words, “for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
Lent is a period of lament which ends with the great celebration of Easter.

•	 Crucfied Christ, in this season of fasting and lament we are reminded of our 
mortality more than ever. As we fast, let us remember those starving in Gaza. As we 
place ashes on our foreheads, let us remember the Palestinians turned into dust by 
bombs. Lord, help us understand the message of Ash Wednesday which encourages 
not to be despaired from death, but to await the death of despair and suffering. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

Last week, a convoy of lorries waiting to bring food into the Gaza Strip was struck by Israeli fire, 
according to UNRWA director Thomas White. Moreover, OCHA reported that 66 percent of planned 
humanitarian missions to distribute food, water, or medical support were denied by Israeli authorities 
in January.

•	 Good God, we hold on to our faith that you hear the cries of the oppressed and see the evil 
actions of the oppressor. We pray that all in need in Gaza will receive their daily bread through 
the lorries carrying aid and the end of their oppression. We call all those perpetrating and 
enabling injustice to, “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it” (Psalm 34:14). 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

On the 4th of February, Ibrahim Hashash, aged 4, was mauled by an Israeli military dog during 
an arrest operation in Balata refugee camp in Nablus. The dog was unleashed into the Hashash 
family’s home, viciously attacking Ibrahim, biting him repeatedly and leaving him severely injured.    

•	 God of protection, we pray for young Ibrahim Hashash as he is recovering in the 
hospital. Heal the wounds he sustained from the teeth of the Israeli occupation. 
Lord, save us from the brutality of colonialism as it bites all, young and old. Help us 
speak and act prophetically against the evil we see and bear witness to your love. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   



Israel confirmed last week that its troops are pumping seawater into a network of tunnels in Gaza, 
a method, environmentalists say violates international law and cause dire long-term environmental 
consequences in Gaza. This raises questions about Israel’s plans to rescue the Israeli captives and 
adds to the lasting devastation of Gaza.

•	 Divine creator, Israel’s disregard for the consequences of their actions reveals 
their twisted intention. Your children and creation are victims to the sin of Israel’s 
military actions. Help us steward your good creation by resisting the sin of 
oppression and working for the redemption of all forms of life, human and ecological. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

On the 18th of February, as a part of Voices From the Holy Land Online Film Salon Series, a 
webinar will be featured entitled “Oppression and Violence in the West Bank”. This webinar aims to 
reveal how Palestinians live under occupation in the West Bank, the plight of Palestinians families 
who have fled, the arguments of Israelis who want to empty Palestine through settler-colonialism, 
and what the international community might do to stop the violence. Omar Harami, the director of 
Sabeel, will be one of the keynote speakers.

•	 God of light, use the voices coming from Palestinians and their allies to reveal 
evil where it is hidden, educate where there are lies and misinformation, and 
speak life in times of death. Let us remember the words of the Apostle Paul, 
“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

On the 7th of February, many Muslims around the world marked the Israʾ and Miʿraj, or the Night 
Journey, and Ascension of the Prophet Muhammad. Many Muslims believe that the night journey 
and ascension was a miraculous occurrence during which prophet Muhammad travelled from 
Makkah to Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem before ascending to heaven, all in one night. This year the 
commemoration was sombre as many worshipers were denied access to the Al-Aqsa Mosque and 
police and settler violence in the old city are frequent.  

•	 God of love, we are angered and saddened that our Palestinian Muslim siblings 
are prevented from their right to worship, and at times harassed and attacked 
by settlers and Israeli police. Lord, you wept over Jerusalem, and we continue 
with that cry today as Jerusalem has become a city of intolerance and hate. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Austria, 
Liechtenstein, and Switzerland.

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


