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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 1st, 2024Feb 1st, 2024

On Friday the 26th of January, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) delivered its ruling on the 
emergency measures requested by South Africa in its genocide case against Israel. The court 
has ordered Israel to take measures to prevent acts of genocide in Gaza, to prevent and punish 
incitement to genocide in Gaza, to allow humanitarian aid into Gaza, obliges Israel to take more 
measures to protect Palestinians, but has not ordered an immediate ceasefire.

• God of light, whilst there are split reactions regarding the ICJ’s ruling, Gaza 
is being bombed and millions are suffering. Lord, we pray for an increase of 
activism which calls for accountability concerning injustice and an immediate 
ceasefire. Let us remember the words of the Apostle Paul, “And as for you, 
brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good” (2 Thessalonians 3:13).  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Last week, 42-year-old Lara Tannous who worked as a pharmacist at a Jerusalem hospital died from 
her wounds sustained by a shooting nearly three weeks ago. Amar Mansour, aged 32, was also 
killed during the attack. The shooters have yet to be identified, however, local sources claim that the 
shooting was by Israeli settlers. The Palestinian Christian community is in mourning as Tannous was 
a beloved and admired figure in the community. 

• God of love, we come before you saddened by the loss of Tannous and Mansour. We lift 
up their families who are mourning, and we pray that they may feel your love during these 
difficult times. Lord, whilst we have little hope that injustice will be accounted for, we lift up our 
grievances in lament that you shall hold all preparators and enablers of injustice accountable.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

In the past week, Khan Yunis has been a target of bombings and military operations. Many displaced 
Gazans who sought shelter in Khan Yunis were ordered to flee by the Israeli military, causing mass 
panic and adding to the hellish humanitarian conditions. Moreover, the Nasser hospital in Khan 
Yunis has been raided and bombed severely, causing 95% of the hospital staff to flee to Rafah, 
according to local sources. The complete extent of suffering in Khan Yunis is not yet known.     

• God of justice, we are shaken by the few reports that have come out from Khan Yunis. Whilst 
it seems you are absent from the people in Gaza, we hold on to our faith that, “The Lord works 
righteousness and justice for all the oppressed” (Psalm 106:3). Lord, take care of your children 
in Gaza who are suffering so terribly, and help us advocate their cause in our daily lives. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer   



On the 27th of January, marked the international day in memory of the victims of the Holocaust. This 
day commemorates the victims of the Holocaust, which resulted in the genocide of one third of the 
Jewish people, along with countless members of other minorities by Nazi Germany between 1933 
and 1945. 

• Almighty God, we lament the many lives lost in the Holocaust who were victims 
of supremacist and racist ideologies. Help us remember and recognize the 
sanctity of each human life, that all people are made in your image. We pray that 
genocide and hatred will be cease, and that love will triumph over evil. Never 
again means never again for anybody. Lord, we pray for an immediate ceasefire.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Friends of Sabeel North America participated on the 24th of January in an interfaith event for Gaza 
which focused on liberation, lament, and learning. Sabeel-Kairos UK were a part of several protests 
in different cities in the UK calling for ceasefire and a free Palestine. All our friends abroad have 
demonstrated a Christian voice for Palestine in their respective contexts.    

• Everlasting God, we thank you for the solidarity around the globe. We remember 
that “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no 
such concern” (Proverbs 29:7). Lord, increase the activism around the globe 
of those who are righteously standing for justice for the Palestinian people and 
courageously exposing how the wicked are complicit in the suffering of so many. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer  

Last week, Churches around the world marked a week of ecumenical prayer for Christian unity. The 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from the 18th to the 25th of January. In 
Palestine, the services occurred in the Church of the Resurrection, St. James Cathedral, Church of 
the Redeemer, St. George’s Cathedral, and other Churches sacred to various denominations.   

• God of inclusivity, we are encouraged to see the Churches praying with one another 
in the spirit ofecumenism. Lord, we pray for unity which is not rooted in the interests 
of preserving the institution’s legitimacy and life, but a unity which can raise the 
voice of those unheard and rejected. Let the Churches work together with God in 
our hope and commitment to confront injustice and oppression in all its forms. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the 
countries of Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, and Tunisia.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 


