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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..
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Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…
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Next week, Kumi Now Online will focus on mental health in Palestine. Mental health is one of 
the most significant health crises for Palestinians. According to several reports and studies, over 
half of Palestinian adults meet the diagnosis of depression and many Palestinian children suffer 
from mental distress. These mental health issues stem from the extreme exposure to violence, 
generational trauma, poor living conditions, restrictions of movement, and more. Sadly, post trauma 
treatment is limited since the trauma for Palestinians is ongoing.  

•	 Lord Christ, You understand the mental distresses and struggles that many Palestinians 
experience and suffer from. The sorrow and anxiety that You experienced in the garden 
of Gethsemane is a lived reality for Palestinians. In Your name, we ask for strength, 
compassion, and healing for all Palestinians suffering from mental health illnesses. May the 
root cause of mental suffering in Palestine be uprooted by Your healing powers of justice. 
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer.

On September 27th, six people were killed in two shooting incidents in the lower part of the Galilee 
region. The victims were two brothers aged 14 and 17, a mother in her 40s with her 25-year-old son, 
a family relative in his 20s, and a man in his 50s. Several investigations have been made to see if 
the two shootings were related. A total of 188 Palestinians have been killed this year in Palestinian 
towns in Israel, compared to 80 last year.  

•	 Divine Creator, we come before You shocked, saddened, and angry. We pray for the families 
mourning the loss of their loved ones in the recent shootings, may they be met with Your 
compassion and loving heart. We know that the Israeli police are systematically neglecting 
Palestinian towns in Israel so that they may be festered with internal violence. We call for 
Your intervention. Protect Your children and guide us towards a more secure and just future. 
Lord in Your mercy... hear our prayer.



On the 22nd of September, A Palestinian teenager, Abdullah Abu Hasan was shot and killed by the 
Israeli forces during a raid near the city of Jenin. On the 24th of September, two Palestinian young 
men, Asid Abu Ali, 21, and Abdulrahman Abu Daghash, 32, were killed during the Israeli raid of Nour 
Shams refugee camp.  

•	 God of the oppressed, every week we mourn the precious lives of young 
Palestinians. We are persistent in our prayers because You are a God who listens 
to our cries. Send Your Holy Spirit to comfort the families of the martyrs. May their 
blood cry out from the ground, bearing witness to the unjust reality in Palestine.  
Lord in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

This advent, Friends of Sabeel North America is launching a campaign called “Preach Palestine”. 
The aim of the Preach Palestine campaign is to work for the dismantlement of oppression and 
segregation, in Palestine and beyond, through prayer, a study series, film screenings, and a 
fundraising event.  

•	 God of power and might, we thank you for our friends’ work and solidarity. 
We pray that through the Preach Palestine campaign, solidarity will grow and 
translate into support for the Palestinian people and other oppressed communities 
around the world. May Your gospel of liberation be proclaimed and celebrated.  
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer.

On the 29th and the 30th of September, Sabeel Jerusalem held an ecumenical training workshop 
in Beit Sahour for facilitation of Bible Studies. This workshop consisted of Palestinian clergy and 
biblical study experts who equipped the participants with valuable tools for Bible study facilitation.  

•	 Emmanuel, You are the Word made flesh, the God who is with us. We pray that the Sabeel 
workshop will assist the participants as they proclaim the Word and illuminate the gospel 
of liberation. May we continue to liberate the Bible from theological heresies such as 
Christian Zionism and reflect on the Holy witness of the Bible to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

On the 22nd of September, Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the UN General Assembly held in New 
York regarding the potential peace accord with Saudia Arabi and the alleged threat posed by Iran 
on Israel. During his speech Netanyahu completely ignored the existence of Palestine. Throughout 
Netanyahu’s stay in New York, thousands of people, amongst them many Jews, protested Netanyahu 
and advocated for a free Palestine. 

•	 Resurrected Christ, the distortion of truth and attempts to erase Palestine were on full display 
in the UN General Assembly. Yet, the voices of truth and insertion of Palestine’s existence was 
seen outside the UN and on the streets. We come before you, asking for guidance to be wise as 
serpents and innocent like doves in our struggles to liberate Palestine and confront oppression.   
Lord in Your mercy... hear our prayer. 

   
•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Colombia, 

Ecuador, and Venezuela. 
     Lord in Your mercy... hear our prayer.         
 
 
   
  
    


