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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Oct 26thOct 26th , 2023, 2023

On the evening of Tuesday, October 17, a strike on Gaza’s al-Ahli Arab Hospital, often called the 
Baptist Hospital, killed at least 500 people, most of them children and women. Images and videos 
revealed body parts scattered across the hospital grounds, doctors performing emergency surgeries 
without anesthesia, and parents screaming and crying at the side of their deceased children. This is 
one of the most tragic bombings Palestinians have ever experienced. In response, the Palestinian 
Authority declared three days of mourning over al-Ahli hospital. 

•	 Lord, we come to you with heavy hearts, praying for an immediate ceasefire and an 
end to all violence. We ask for wisdom and compassion to touch the hearts of those 
in power and influence, guiding them towards peace and justice. May a thorough 
investigation hold all responsible for war crimes accountable, and may the deep-
rooted injustices against the Palestinian people find a path to healing and resolution. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer 

On October 19th, an Israeli airstrike tragically resulted in the loss of at least 18 lives and numerous 
injuries at the Greek Orthodox Saint Porphyrius Church compound in Gaza. Before the attack, the 
church received multiple warnings from the Israeli military about an impending strike on the area. 
Sadly, due to the ongoing bombardment across the entire Gaza strip, the people at the church had 
no safe haven to seek refuge other than within the church itself. In the past week, 31 mosques and 
3 churches have been damaged in Gaza.  

•	 God of Sumud, as we think and pray for the Palestinians who were bombed in the 
Church, let us remember Saint Porphyrius words “The love of God transforms 
everything; it sanctifies, amends, and changes the nature of everything.” We humbly 
pray for the people of Gaza, especially those affected by the recent tragedy at the 
church. Comfort the grieving, heal the wounded, and bring peace to their hearts. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer

Violence rises in the West Bank amid Israel’s continuing assault on the Gaza Strip. At least 89 
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli troops or settlers in the West Bank since the October 7th 
and more than 1100 Palestinians have been arrested by the Israeli army. Moreover, Palestinians in 
the West Bank have been protesting against Palestinian Authority, highlighting the long-simmering 
Palestinian anger against President Mahmoud Abbas.

•	  Eternal God, we lift up all Palestinians in the West Bank who are experiencing a soar of 
violence from settlers and the Israeli army. Comfort the families who have lost loved ones, 



may their deaths be a witness to the injustice of the occupation. Lord, grant the Palestinians 
in the West Bank your protection and love in this period of darkness and death. We pray 
that corruption in all forms will cease to exist, so that truth, justice, and peace flourish. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer.

Since October 7th, Palestinian journalists and medical professionals have faced extremely dire 
conditions. Several Palestinian journalists have lost their lives or live under constant threats to their 
safety. Tragically, some of these journalists have had to report on the deaths of their own family members. 
Similarly, Palestinian medical workers have also been subjected to horrible situations, with some 
suffering injuries or losing their lives while working under unimaginably challenging circumstances.

•	 Merciful God, in this time we are witnessing so much darkness and sin. However, the 
Palestinian journalists and medical workers are showing acts of heroism, working best they 
can under hellish circumstances. Bless and protect them as they are doing Holy work. We 
thank them for their Sumud and pray that their inspiring work may be known across the globe. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer

On the 16th of October, Israeli police arrested influential singer, Dalal Abu Amnh, in her home in 
Nazareth. The arrest was under the alleged claims of “incitement” after she posted sympathy for the 
children of Gaza. This incident is part of a wider campaign of arrest and interrogation over remarks 
of Palestinian citizens of Israel expressing solidarity with the residents Gaza. Furthermore, Israel’s 
police commissioner, Kobi Shabtai, has threatened to send Palestinian citizens of Israel to Gaza for 
showing support for the besieged residents.

•	 God of liberation, we lift up all Palestinian citizens of Israel who are undergoing threats, 
abuse, and at times physical violence. Lord, send Abu Amna and her family encouragement, 
strength, and pray that truth shall be revealed. We ask for your wisdom and mercy as 
Palestinian citizens of Israel to discern how and when to show their support for those 
suffering in Gaza. May lies and intimidation crumble down like the walls of Jericho. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer

Next Kumi Now Online will focus on the subject of Antisemitism. In recent times, there has been 
a rise of anti-Jewish crimes particularly committed by certain right-wing movements in the West. 
Indeed, this corresponds with other spikes of racism around the globe. 

•	 God of inclusivity, you have created all in your image. We pray that antisemitism 
and all forms of racism halt through the power of your Holy Spirit. Grant 
us the strength to be instruments of justice and compassion in your name.  
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer      

On the 18th of October, UN General Secretary António Guterres, called Security Council resolution 
for an immediate humanitarian momentary ceasefire in Palestine-Israel to provide life saving aid 
for the “epic human suffering” in Gaza. Whilst 12 of the Council’s 15 members voted in favour of 
Guterres’ resolution, and two (Russia, and the United Kingdom) abstained, the United States, was 
the only vote against which vetoed the whole resolution.  

•	 Resurrected Christ, the rejection to merely call for a temporary ceasefire to provide 
lifesaving aid, reminds one of the sheer evils existing in our world. We hold in faith that all 
shall face your divine wrath. We thank all protests, statements, petitions, and UN resolutions 
which call for an immediate ceasefire, allowing for aid to go to Gaza and potentially 
save thousands of lives. We plead for more people to join the efforts of a ceasefire. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the Carribean. 
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer


