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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Nov 2nd, 2023Nov 2nd, 2023

Since the 7th of October, the situation in Gaza has been deteriorating. The cumulative number 
of Palestinians killed in Gaza now exceeds 8000, amongst them more than 3000 children. This 
number unfortunately, is expected to rise with every hour that passes. The humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza is ongoing. Over 1 million people have been internally displaced, and the healthcare system is 
collapsing due to Israel’s restriction of essential resources from entering Gaza. Hospitals, schools, 
and humanitarian facilities have been hit by missiles. No space is safe in Gaza and the citizens of 
Israel continue to suffer as a result of the violent situation.   

•	 Crucified God, you are known as the “Man of Sorrows.” No statement says all that can be 
said, no prayer can fully express the current depth of pain and suffering. We hold on to 
the belief that you are co-suffering with those in Gaza, and you feel their pain on your skin. 
With every fiber of our being, we come before you pleading for an urgent ceasefire to allow 
life-saving aid to reach Gaza. How much longer, O Lord, must this suffering continue? 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer    

Israel has conducted a mass arrest campaign across the West Bank since the 7th of October. At 
least 1100 Palestinians in the West Bank have been arrested so far. Several sources highlight the 
severe mistreatment and dire conditions under which detainees are being held. Two Palestinian 
prisoners have died since their arrest due to unknown circumstances. Israel attributes their deaths 
to health issues, while Palestinian sources claim it is because of torture.

•	 Heavenly Father, as mass arrests take place across the West Bank and cruel treatment 
of Palestinians continues in the name of justice, we remember that you are sovereign. 
Grant all Palestinian political prisoners who have been wrongly convicted and are 
enduring mistreatment the knowledge of your love despite their circumstances. May 
the crimes of systems, governments, and individuals be illuminated by your light. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer



On October 25th, four family members of Al Jazeera’s Gaza Bureau Chief, Wael Dahdouh, were 
killed in an Israeli airstrike in southern Gaza. Dahdouh lost his wife, his daughter, his grandson 
and his 15-year-old son. Dahdouh received the news from live television. This devastating story 
highlights the abhorrent circumstances journalists, medical workers, and many other professionals 
face in Gaza. Since the 7th of October, 22 Palestinian Journalists in Gaza have been killed. 

•	 God of truth, your son, the prophets, and the saints, spoke truth to power at a great 
cost. Corrupt powers always attempt to silence the oppressed and distort the truth 
for their benefit. We are grateful for the journalists who are providing a voice to 
the voiceless and we honor their sacrifices. Lord, strengthen all those in Gaza who 
are working for goodness, acting as your hands and feet during these dark times. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer

Since the 7th of October, the response of the Western Church has disappointed the Palestinian 
people. Some Churches have provided theological justification for the bloodshed while others 
remain silent. Only a few have spoken out on the side of justice and mercy. In response, Palestinian 
Christians issued an open letter calling Western Churches to repent and, “Learn to do right; seek 
justice; defend the oppressed.” 

•	 God of love, we believe that justice is love made public. The Global Church must do 
more to be a witness of Christ, to be salt of the earth, a shining light in the darkness. 
Any theology which promotes oppression should be challenged. Likewise, any 
lukewarm stance must be reformed and repented of. We thank you Lord, for the 
Churches who are standing for what is right, witnessing to your heart for the oppressed. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer 

November 2nd marks the 106th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. This declaration, expressed 
British support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine without considering the rights of the native 
population. It is widely recognized as a significant factor that set the stage for the forced displacement 
of Palestinians.  Foreign interference, spanning from that time until today, has consistently hindered 
the pursuit of justice and peace for everyone in the Palestine-Israel.

•	 God who advocates for the oppressed, generations of Palestinians have witnessed 
how the West facilitates their oppression. This is being observed today as the West 
is assisting in the continuation of suffering of all in Palestine-Israel, particularly 
the people of Gaza. Lord, we come before you to advocate for those who are in 
the margins and judge the powers which perpetuate inequality and oppression. 
Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer.     

Next week, Kumi Now will focus on Islamophobia and anti-Muslim discrimination. In recent times, 
there has been an alarming increase in hate crimes targeting Muslims, accompanied by efforts 
within Western media to unjustly associate all Muslims with violence. This Islamophobia is used in 
propaganda efforts, perpetuating violent, and racist depictions of Palestinians. 

•	 God of inclusivity, as we witness a rise of Islamophobia, especially in the media, we pray for 
the courage to challenge all hate crimes, unjust associations, and racist colonial depictions 
against and of Muslims. Lord, may we be witnesses to your love for all people by lifting 
a prophetic voice and resisting nonviolently against Islamophobia through our actions.  
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayer for the countries of Canada, and the 
United States. 

     Lord in your mercy… hear our prayer


