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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Oct 12th, 2023Oct 12th, 2023

On October 7th, a historic and devastating series of events unfolded in Palestinian-Israeli history. 
Hamas initiated an operation known as “Al-Aqsa Flood,” launching thousands of rockets from Gaza 
into Israel and breaking through the electronic boarder barrier, causing the loss of hundreds of 
Israeli lives, and the taking of several Israelis as captives including women and children, into Gaza. 
In response, Israel declared “Operation Swords of Iron,” involving a brutal and continuous aerial 
attack on Gaza that claimed hundreds of lives. and various acts of aggression in the West Bank, 
resulting in the deaths of several Palestinians. The true extent of the recent events’ damage remains 
unknown, marking the beginning of a period of immense suffering.

•	 Heavenly Father, as this period of violence and bloodshed unfolds, we pray for Your justice 
and mercy. We pray for all who are suffering. We lift up all innocent people in particular the 
people of Gaza who are vulnerable and helpless to the Israeli airstrikes. May we remember 
that the recent events are connected to the long history of the Nakba and Israeli systematic 
oppression against the Palestinian people. Lord, only a just and lasting solution will end 
the cycle of violence. We call on the international community to work towards this end. 
Lord in Your mercy…hear our prayer

Next week, Kumi Now Online will focus on how governments, companies, and individuals are profiting 
from the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine. The Israeli military-industrial complex has turned 
the occupied Palestinian territory into a testing ground for advanced weaponry and surveillance 
technology, which it exports worldwide. Indeed, capitalism and the oppression of Palestinians are 
linked, making the Palestinian suffering a commodity for some. 

•	 Lord Christ, we remember how you flipped the tables of the money changers and 
expelled the merchants of the livestock in the temple. Today, the corruption and den 
of thieves are seen in the various ways people profit from Palestinian oppression. 
We pray for Your justice to reign; bring judgment to greed, theft, and exploitation. 
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer



From the 29th of September to the 6th of October, Jews around the world celebrated Sukkot (known 
as the Feast of Tabernacles). Sukkot is a weeklong holiday that celebrates the gathering of the 
harvest, the giving of the Torah, and the protection God provided. During Sukkot many Israelis take 
the opportunity to provoke Palestinians in the old city of Jerusalem. This year many Christians were 
spat on and harassed by religious Israeli Jews. 

•	 God of creation, we lift up the Palestinian farmers as they gather their harvest, 
and we ask Your blessing for our Jewish friends who have celebrated Sukkot. 
We are angry as we witness Jerusalem’s transformation from a city of tolerance 
and love into one marked by Jewish supremacy and hatred. May our collective 
efforts in pursuing justice in Jerusalem yield a harvest of peace and flourishing. 
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer

On September 26th, a devastating fire swept through a wedding hall located in Qaraqosh, a town 
in northern Iraq. This tragic event claimed the lives of at least 107 individuals and left 150 others 
injured. The incident was a profound tragedy that deeply affected the entire Middle East, especially 
the Christian community of Qaraqosh since the majority of the people attending the wedding were 
Assyrians Christians. 

•	  Loving God, we pray for the 107 individuals who lost their lives in the tragic fire, and we 
ask that you embrace them in your loving arms. For those injured, grant them strength, 
both physical and mental, as they navigate the path to recovery. In Your name, we 
pray for healing and restoration for the city of Qaraqosh and its Assyrian community.  
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer

On the 4th of October, the International Christian Embassy of Jerusalem as a part of their annual 
Christian Zionist conference titled “King of the Earth”, held a Jerusalem march for thousands of 
Christian Zionists from all across the world. In response, Sabeel went to the march and handed out 
pamphlets which showed the unjust realities Palestinians face and the theological misinterpretation 
of Christian Zionism.

•	 God of inclusivity, we pray that through the presence of Sabeel and the pamphlets, You 
awaken the Christian Zionists to their theological blindness that is causing harm to so 
many. We pray that Your holy name may no longer be associated with those who invoke it 
for unjust purposes. You, God, are the embodiment of love, justice, inclusivity, and mercy 
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer

   
•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for Costa Rica, El Salvador, 

Nicaragua and Panama.
     Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer

   


