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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Sep 21thSep 21th , 2023, 2023

Next week, Kumi Now will focus on Bedouin rights in Palestine. Palestinian Bedouins are a 
nomadic people who are a characterized by a semi-pastoral and agricultural lifestyle. Ever since 
the establishment of the State of Israel, many Palestinian Bedouins have been repeatedly ethnically 
cleansed and those remaining in Palestine-Israel experience daily violence.  

•	 Resurrected Christ, we pray for all Palestinian Bedouins who are suffering 
immensely from the State of Israel. Protect the way of life of Palestinian Bedouins 
who are under constant erasure by violent settlers and the State of Israel.  
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer    

On September 9th, Melad Al-Raei, a 15-year-old Palestinian boy was killed by Israeli occupation 
forces in the midst of clashes in Al-Aroub refugee camp north of Hebron. The Palestinian Authority 
health ministry reported that he was fatally shot in the back. 

•	 Heavenly Father, we lament the news of the death of yet another young 
Palestinian. Bring comfort to Melad’s family and community. Bring 
an end to this occupation that results in the loss of life for so many.  
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer. 

Following the controversial property deal in the Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City between 
the Armenian Patriarchy and Israeli settler organization, Sabeel is continuing to call for unity among 
Christians in the face of this challenge. Last week, Sabeel participated in the first of what will become 
weekly protests against the property deal.  

•	 Lord, we cry over the city of Jerusalem as You did. Bring unity by your Holy Spirit to all 
the Christian denominations in Jerusalem so that we may be a strong prophetic voice 
against sin.  

      Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer. 



On September 7th, clashes between various groups in Ein el-Hilweh, the largest Palestinian refugee 
camp in Lebanon, reignited. The violence resulted in 11 deaths, 2 of which were civilians, and 100 
injuries. This incident follows a similar event from late July when another 13 people were killed in 
the camp. 

•	 God of peace and refuge, we cry out in lament over the continued violence taking 
place in Ein el-Hilweh camp. Bring comfort to the families of those who were 
killed and healing to those injured. We plead for Your intervention to bring justice 
to all Palestinian refugees and allow them to return back to their homeland.   
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer. 

In the past few weeks, Tamir Pardo, a former senior official of Mossad, described Israel’s actions in 
the West Bank as enforcing an “apartheid” system. Pardo has now joined the small but growing list 
of retired Israeli officials to speak out about the injustices being done to Palestinians. 

•	 Lord, may the statements, confessions, and voices of those who proclaim Israel as 
Apartheid be heard in every corner of the Earth. Let the sins of Apartheid be exposed for the 
whole Earth to see, leaving no doubt how Israel is systematically oppressing Palestinians. 
We yearn to see Your justice flow like a mighty river, liberating all those under oppression.   
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer. 

On Sunday, September 3rd, Sabeel-Kairos UK held the first of four webinars for their new online 
series, “Hope for Palestine.” On the first Sunday of the month, from now until December, they will 
host Palestinian speakers Marah Sarji, Jonathan Kuttab, and Dr. Yasser Abu Jamei. 

•	 Father of all nations, we thank you for the work of Sabeel-Kairos UK. Bless their efforts 
and continue to strengthen the relationships between Sabeel and its partners worldwide.  
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer. 

A death toll rising above 5,000 is reported from the north eastern city of Derna from catastrophic 
flooding in the wake of Mediterranean storm Daniel. The city lacked the infrastructure to withstand 
the 414.1 millimeters of rain that the city received from Sunday to Monday. 

•	 Lord Christ, we pray for all who have lost loved ones and are suffering from storm 
Daniel and the lack of infrastructure in Libya. Safely guide the search and rescue 
teams who are working tirelessly to save lives and recover bodies. We also continue 
to pray for those in Morocco suffering the effects of the earthquake. May the 
international community increase their aid to the victims in Morocco and Libya. 
Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer

•	  We join with the World Council in their prayer for the countries of Argentina, Paraguay, 
and Uruguay.

     Lord in Your mercy… hear our prayer


