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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Aug 3rd, 2023Aug 3rd, 2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will mark the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People which falls 
on the 9th of August. There is much evidence to establish the indigenous status of Palestinians on 
their land. Decades of loss and oppression under the Israeli occupation link them to the sufferings 
of other indigenous people.

•	 Lord we pray for the indigenous populations of the world as they raise their voices 
and hold on to their distinct and diverse identities in the face of colonial oppression.  
Lord, in your mercy..

•	 Merciful and loving God, we give thanks that when the Sabeel General Assembly met 
on Friday, the 28th of July, they granted their approval to the 2022 Sabeel Reports. 
‘We give thanks for the many blessings you have so graciously given us. Thank 
you for your presence and guidance as we walk the way of peace.’ (Sabeel, 2017). 
Lord, in your mercy..

About fifty Israeli settlers arrived in buses at the Mar Elias Monastery and church on Mount Carmel, 
near Haifa with the intention of breaking into the church and reciting Jewish prayers. A similar attempt 
had been thwarted earlier in the week. This time Palestinian worshippers prevented the settlers from 
disrupting services and made them retreat. Officials are now considering setting up perimeter gates 
to stop future incursions.

•	 Lord, we cry out to you as we see more and more settler attacks on churches in Israel/
Palestine as settler groups become emboldened by the present Israeli government.  
Lord, in your mercy..

Aljazeera have just screened a film by Jerome Evans entitled, Weaponising Water in Palestine, 
(27.7.23). It reveals how the Israeli occupation and the climate crisis have made Palestinians some 
of the most water insecure people in the world. Decades of Israeli occupation have left Palestinians 
struggling to access clean water. Israel now controls a majority of the freshwater resources in the 
occupied West Bank. While most of the water supply in Gaza is now unfit for human consumption.

•	 Lord, we pray for all those in the occupied Palestinian Territories and Gaza 
suffering water shortages which threaten their health and livelihood. We 
pray for an equitable use of resources to enable the needs of all to be met.  
Lord, in your mercy..



Early on Thursday morning, on the 27th of July, a 14-year-old  Palestinian boy, Fares Sharhabeel 
Abu Samra, was shot in the head by an Israeli soldier. Confrontations had broken out in the Qalqilya 
in the occupied West Bank after the Israeli army had started to raid the area. The military claim they 
are investigating his death, but the Israeli human rights group Yesh Din recently revealed that less 
than one percent of Israeli soldiers accused of harming Palestinians are ever charged with crimes.

•	 Lord, we pray for the family and friends of Fares as they grieve their 
loss. Our hearts cry out to you as we witness so much bloodshed and 
the loss of so many young Palestinian lives under the Israeli occupation.  
Lord in your mercy..

Last weekend three Palestinian women from three different Palestinian cities, Nazareth, Jerusalem 
and Jenin spoke in the Newcastle area. They will visit eight UK locations to speak about how their 
lives are impacted by the Israeli occupation in the
‘Building Hope and Voices for Palestine’ Tour, sponsored by UK activists.

•	 Lord, we give thanks for the courage of these three Palestinian women who have  
undertaken the difficult journey from their homes to give their testimonies in the UK. 
We pray that many will be inspired by their courage to shine a light on the injustice 
and oppression in Palestine/ Israel that  politicians so desperately try to hide.  
Lord, in your mercy..

Four Gaza fishermen were detained  by Israeli naval gunboats about three nautical miles off the 
al Sudaniyya coast, northwest of Gaza City on Monday, the 24th of July. The fishermen, all from 
the Bakr family, were arrested  and taken to Ashdod and their boat was seized. On the same day 
seven Israeli military vehicles, including bulldozers and tanks, crossed borders east of Khan Yunis, 
in southern Gaza and destroyed agricultural land.

•	 Lord Jesus, we turn to you as we lament the plight of those living in Gaza, 
trying to eke out a living on the land and sea without sufficient resources 
as a result of the 16-year-old blockade and constant  Israeli military attacks.  
Lord, in your mercy..

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the 
countries of Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe.  
Lord, in your mercy…


