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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Aug 10th, 2023Aug 10th, 2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will mark August the 19th as World Humanitarian Day. On this day we advocate 
for humanitarian aid workers and for all those affected by crises around the world. Simultaneously, 
we call for attention regarding the massive cuts in humanitarian aid to Palestinians and for the 
suffering of refugees living in Gaza, Syria and the Lebanon now living in dire need. 

•	 Lord, we pray for all those working in humanitarian aid, and we pray for the end of the Israeli 
occupation and for the right of return for all Palestinian refugees forced from their land. 
Lord, in your mercy…

In the last month, Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako, the head of the Chaldean Catholic Church in Iraq 
announced his withdrawal from his seat in Baghdad after Iraqi President Abdul Rashid revoked a 
decree recognizing him as head of the Christian Church in Iraq. Cardinal Louis Raphaël Sako of 
Baghdad is currently living in a self-imposed exile in Kurdistan. Patriarch Sako declared that it is part 
of a bid to wrest control of the Church’s assets and thus left Baghdad in protest. Patriarch Sako is a 
devout Christian leader of the East and is known for his stand on justice issues in Iraq.

•	 Heavenly Father, we are thankful for Bishop Sako and the work of the Church 
in Iraq. We pray for justice and peace to reign in that region and we ask 
that Bishop Sako to be encouraged by Your presence and our solidarity. 
Lord, in your mercy…  

Last week, Sabeel held a meeting with various Christian communities in Jerusalem. During the 
meeting, testimonies of steadfastness, hope, and courage were heard. Moreover, there was a sense 
of urgency to act regarding the various difficulties faced by Christian communities in Jerusalem to 
form a strategical plan of cooperation.

•	 Lord, we pray that through the work of Sabeel with the various Christian communities 
in Jerusalem they will become witnesses to Your justice and mercy. We pray that 
our Palestinian people in Jerusalem will continue to work for freedom and justice 
despite the harsh realities and temptations of collaborating with the occupation. 
Lord in Your mercy…



Last week, two Palestinian boys, Mohammad Farid al-Za’areer and Mahmoud Abu Sa’n were killed 
by Israeli forces. Mahmoud Abu Sa’n, was killed from point blank range at the Nour Shams refugee 
camp, east of Tulkarm.  Mohammad Farid al-Za’areer was killed near the illegal Israeli settlement of 
Shim’a close to Hebron. According to local Palestinian sources Za’areer was one of the top students 
in his class and had just finished the 9th grade.

•	 Lord, we pray that You comfort the families of Mohammad Farid al-Za’areer 
and Mahmoud Abu Sa’n as they grieve their loss. We pray for the end of 
the occupation which continues to take so many young Palestinian lives. 
Lord in Your mercy… 

Over the last couple of weeks, clashes between Palestinian armed groups broke out in the refugee 
camp of Ain al-Hilweh in the coastal city of Saida. At least 11 people have been killed and 40 
wounded, hundreds of Palestinian refugee residents have fled the camp for their safety.

•	 God of the oppressed, we pray for the Palestinian refugees of Ain al-Hilweh camp who are 
suffering from the clashes and the inhuman conditions in the Palestinian refugee camps. We 
pray for right of all refugees to be acknowledged, especially their right of return to their homes. 
Lord in Your mercy…

On the 27th of July, Israeli forces raided Palestinian farmland in occupied Hebron with bulldozers 
and poured concrete into the water sources to stop agricultural irrigation in an area that serves 25 
families. This marks another incident in a long assault on Palestinian agriculture and water sources 
this year.

•	 Lord, we pray for the Palestinian families and farmers who continue to be 
deprived from their right to water. We continue to pray for an end to the 
Israeli military occupation and for the rights of our people to be respected.   
Lord in Your mercy…

Last week, the World Youth Day (WYD) occurred in Portugal. WYD is a gathering of young people 
from all over the world with the Pope. It is also a pilgrimage, a celebration of youth, an expression of 
the universal Church and an intense moment of evangelization for the youth of the world. Although 
its Catholic identity is clearly evident, WYD opens its doors to everyone, no matter how close to, or 
distant from the Church they are. This year over 150 young Palestinian Christians are participating 
int his event.

•	 Loving and Gracious God, we come before you with hearts full of gratitude and hope. We 
thank you for the gift of youth and the opportunity to celebrate. We lift up the 150 young 
Palestinian Christians who join us in this pilgrimage. Bless them with strength, courage, 
and your unwavering presence as they navigate their journey. May this World Youth Day be 
a beacon of light, spreading love, understanding, and compassion in a world often divided. 
Inspire us to carry the spirit of this gathering into our lives, fostering unity and kindness.  
Lord in Your mercy…

 
•	 We join the World of Council of Churches with their prayer for the 

countries of Cameroon, Central African Republic and Equatorial Guinea. 
Lord in Your mercy…


