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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

July 6thJuly 6th , 2023, 2023

Next week Kumi Now will mark the date of the launch of the Palestine Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions Movement, (BDS), on the 9th of July, 2005. The BDS movement seeks to inform the public 
about ways in which international corporations are profiting by their support for the Israeli occupation 
in various ways, such as their help in the construction of illegal settlements in the West Bank.

• Lord, we pray that more and more people around the world will stop investing in 
companies whose products and services are used to violate Palestinian human rights 
and to contravene international law. 

     Lord, in your mercy…

Kjartan Ruset, a Norwegian advocate for a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis, has just 
died. After he met the founder of Sabeel, the Anglican priest Naim Ateek, Kjartan was inspired to 
set up Friends of Sabeel, Norway, which later became the group known as Sabeel Kairos, Norway. 
His work on the steering committee between 2001-6 did much to raise greater awareness about the 
difficulties facing Palestinian Christians under the Israeli occupation.

• Dear Lord, we give heartfelt thanks for the advocacy work for Palestinians carried out by 
Kjartan in his native country of Norway. We pray for his family and friends as they mourn 
his loss. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

The former Lutheran World Federation President, Bishop Munib Younan, has been awarded an 
honorary doctorate and the Order of the White Rose in Helsinki, Finland.
He received the award for his work as a religious leader and for his service in support of Palestinian 
Christians. A collection of articles written by international academics has just been published to 
celebrate his life’s work.

• Lord, we give thanks for the dedication and tireless advocacy given by Bishop Younan.   
We thank you for his perseverance over many years and for his repeated calls for 
righteousness and justice for Palestinian Christians.

     Lord, in your mercy..



On Wednesday, the 28th of June, Jonathan Kuttab’s new book entitled, ‘The Truth Shall Set You 
Free’ was launched. The Executive Director of Friends of Sabeel North America  and Palestinian 
human rights lawyer writes about his personal journey from anger at the injustices he witnessed in 
his work to a deep commitment to peaceful activism.

• Lord, we pray for your continued guidance and support for Jonathan 
Kuttab in his legal work, his work for Sabeel and his writing. We thank 
you for his commitment to promoting a just peace in Palestine/Israel. 
Lord, in your mercy..

We are deeply saddened by the death of Maysoon Asadi Masri, a prominent Palestinian writer at 
the age of sixty. Maysoon was a highly influential figure in the literary world, both for her captivating 
storytelling, as well as for her literary reviews. She supported other local writers and artists by 
featuring their work in local newspapers and other publications. She also contributed articles for 
Sabeel’s ‘Cornerstone’ magazine.

• Lord, we mourn the early death of Maysoon, may she rest in peace. We also want to 
celebrate her artistic legacy and pray that she will inspire many other young Palestinian 
writers in the years to come. 

     Lord, in your mercy …

On Wednesday, the 21st of June, relatives of the Ahmad family in the village of Turmus Ayya were 
busy preparing for a family wedding. A number of them were getting ready in a room in the courtyard 
of the family home. However the celebratory atmosphere suddenly turned to terror when more 
than four hundred armed Israeli settlers raided the village, setting fire to homes and cars, throwing 
rocks and threatening the residents. One young Palestinian and father of two children, Omar Qattin, 
was killed in the raid. Young Palestinians helped the Ahmad family to escape from danger, but the 
damage to their home was extensive. The young couple were later married before just a few family 
members with ‘no singing and no joy’.

• Lord, we pray for Omar’s family and especially for his wife and young children 
as they grieve his loss. We pray for the Ahmad family who had been planning 
their wedding for sometime, only to have their celebrations turned to ashes 
by the settler raid. We pray for all those whose lives have been devastated by 
the escalating violence, the shootings, arson attacks and physical assaults.  
Lord, in your mercy..

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for Sudan,  
South Sudan and Uganda.

     Lord, in your mercy…


