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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

July 27thJuly 27th , 2023, 2023

Next week Kumi Now will look at Israel’s use of collective punishment against Palestinians. The 
Fourth Geneva Convention outlawed the use of collective punishment and yet Israel still implements 
this form of punishment without drawing down international condemnation. The blockade of Gaza, 
home demolitions, forcible transfers, restricting entry permits and night raids are all routine policies 
carried out by Israeli forces against Palestinians. Such discriminatory policies are defended by Israel 
as ‘necessary to its security’.

•	 Lord, we pray that international organisations and individuals will continue to shine a light on 
Israel’s use of collective punishment against Palestinians, in violation of international law. 
Lord, in your mercy..

Aljazeera’s recent documentary, “Shooting the Messenger’, (19.7.23), focuses on how journalists 
are being targeted by the Israeli army. Since 2000 more than 55 journalists have been killed and 
many others seriously wounded. Israel claims that its troops are engaged in an ‘act of war’ and 
protects the identities of Israeli soldiers who cause death or injury.

•	 Lord, we pray for journalists who risk life and limb to disclose the violence 
and injustice suffered by Palestinians under the Israeli occupation. We pray 
that any violations of international law committed by the Israeli army will be 
thoroughly investigated by the International Criminal Court and that any targeting 
of journalists and failing to protect them will be exposed and condemned. 
Lord, in your mercy..

Almost 90,000 students across the Palestinian Territories, including 5,200 students in Jerusalem, 
are celebrating the release of the results of their Tawjihi, or matriculation exams. Sadly, not every 
Palestinian family is celebrating as some are grieving for the
six Tawjihi students who were killed by the Israeli army this year. The students were named as: 
Mahmoud Al-Saadi, Mohammad Turkman, Majdi Arrawai, (all from Jenin)
Wadi’ Abu Ramoz(from Jerusalem), Ahmed Daraghmeh, (from Tubas) and Osama Adawi, (from 
Hebron).

•	 Dear Lord, we pray for the family and friends of these students as they mourn their 
young lives cut short by the Israeli occupation. At a time of general celebration 
across Palestine help us to remember the deep sadness of these grieving families.  
Lord, in your mercy..



Last week Nikodemus Schnabel, an abbot in the Benedictine Order of the Dormition Abbey in 
Jerusalem was approached by an usher at the Western Wall and told to remove the cross he wears 
over his robes, as she deemed it was ‘a provocation’. At the time Schnabel was escorting the German 
Education Minister to an awaiting car after she had visited the Jewish holy site. He stated that this 
incident was symptomatic of the growing number of verbal and physical attacks he had recently 
experienced in the city, saying, ‘there have been many spitting attacks on me, verbal attacks, people 
who really push me.’ In the holy city for three religions, Christians, Moslems and even some Jews no 
longer appear to be welcome.

•	 Lord, we pray for the holy city of Jerusalem as we see a dark climate of abuse and 
disrespect start to take a grip.

     Lord, in your mercy..

On Thursday, the 20th of July, two armed Israeli settlers broke into the Greek Orthodox Church in 
Jerusalem, laid blankets and possessions down on the ground and announced they would remain 
there. When they were asked to leave by a church official they became abusive and shouted racist 
insults. The church has been caught up in legal battles with settler organisations which stake claims 
to the site of the church land.

•	 Lord Jesus, we cry out to you as we see Christian churches in Jerusalem under 
frequent attacks as the effort to force Christians out of the city intensifies.  
Lord, in your mercy..

It is now over a year ago since Shireen Abu Akleh, a Palestinian-American journalist, was shot dead 
during an Israeli military raid on Jenin. Dozens of US human rights’ groups are now urging Congress 
to pass a bill which would require the public reporting on the circumstances surrounding her death. 
Independent experts working for major media outlets have all concluded that Shireen was shot by 
an Israeli soldier.More than a hundred members of Congress have called for a thorough US-led 
investigation that results in accountability for those found responsible for Shireen’s death.

•	 Lord, we pray that the circumstances surrounding Shireen’s death last year will 
be thoroughly investigated and openly reported. We pray that the US government 
will stand by its legal and moral obligations to ensure that its funding to the 
Israeli government does not support human rights abuses against Palestinians.  
Lord, in your mercy..

•	 We join with the World Council of Churches in its prayers for the 
countries of Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda.  
Lord, in your mercy..


