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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

July 20thJuly 20th , 2023, 2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will address the issue of family reunification among Palestinians. Israel’s 
stance on recognizing the right of Palestinians to family unification has been a contentious matter, 
leading to various obstacles for Palestinian families seeking reunification. One significant challenge 
is the annexation of East Jerusalem, which has created a political border separating numerous 
Palestinian families in the West Bank. Israel’s imposition of a rigid family unification policy not only 
conflicts with the norms of Palestinian society but also establishes a separate system for Palestinians, 
contrasting with the comparatively easier process for Jewish citizens. These actions by Israel against 
family unification among Palestinians are driven by political considerations, which are inappropriate 
according to international law governing occupied territories.

•	 Heavenly Father, we pray for the Palestinian families who endure discrimination and 
separation. May Your love bring comfort to those affected by the separation and convict 
those responsible for inflicting oppression. May our hearts be filled with lamentation, 
compassion and determination to continue to work for justice and human rights.  
Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

On the 11th of July, the Soblaban family was forcibly displaced from their home in the Old City of 
Jerusalem after a prolonged legal battle with the Israeli courts. They had to watch as their home 
was taken over by Israeli settlers, an action deemed illegal under international law. Regrettably, their 
story is not an isolated incident in Jerusalem, and sadly, more such incidents are likely to occur in 
the near future.

•	 Lord, we pray that the cries for justice from the Soblaban family will be heard. May their 
tears one day be wiped away, replaced by joy. We beseech those with attentive ears to 
listen to the pleas of the oppressed. We also express gratitude to those who protested 
against the eviction and stood in solidarity with the Soblaban family. We continue to 
pray for an end to the Israeli military occupation and freedom for our Palestinian people.  
Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.



Sabeel remains busy this month with various projects and new developments. In collaboration with 
Bethlehem University, Sabeel held a one day leadership training among scout groups in Ramallah 
and neighboring areas. Additionally, Sabeel has recently welcomed two new staff members, Evon 
Bajjali and Samuel Munayer, who will support the ongoing projects of Kumi Now and Sabeel initiatives.

•	 Lord, we seek Your wisdom and guidance for Sabeel as it undertakes its project with 
Bethlehem University. Dear God, may the young people who work with Sabeel grow into 
leaders within their own communities. May Your light, like seeds on fertile soil, nurture their 
development. We also pray for a smooth transition for Evon and Samuel at Sabeel, that they 
may become instruments of Your witness through their work in the different Sabeel projects.  
Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

In a lawsuit filed in June, B’nai Brith, a Jewish human rights group, is seeking $35,000 in damages 
from Rabbi David Mivasair, a long-time anti-Zionist activist in Canada. The claim made by B’nai Brith 
alleges that Rabbi Mivasair made numerous tweets, including labeling B’nai Brith as “racist” and 
promoting “anti-Palestinian hate.

•	 Lord, we pray for Rabbi David Mivasair, asking for strength and encouragement. 
May the Canadian judicial system recognize the truth and act accordingly. We 
pray that all falsehoods be exposed and consumed by Your light, while the 
resilient voices for justice in Canada remain steadfast and continue to grow. 
Let us remember that setting our minds on the Spirit brings life and peace.  
Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

The devastation caused by military and settler attacks on Jenin Refugee Camp still reverberates. 
The Israeli attacks on Jenin in the Occupied West Bank, which lasted approximately 48 hours from 
both the air and ground on July 3rd, are considered the most significant destruction in the region 
over the past 20 years. Once again, Palestinians from Jenin Refugee Camp have been displaced 
from their homes, exemplifying that the Nakba continues to this day. Furthermore, instances of 
damage to property and agricultural lands by Jewish settlers against Palestinians have intensified 
throughout the Occupied Territories this year.

•	 Lord, we pray for our Palestinian people who continue to suffer from 
Israel’s attacks, particularly in Jenin. May the steadfastness and love of the 
Palestinians who have endured these attacks serve as a testament to Your love 
and expose the evil of colonialism. O Christ, we implore You for restoration.  
Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Djibouti and 
Somalia. 

      Lord, in Your mercy... hear our prayer.


