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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

June 8thJune 8th , 2023, 2023

Next week Kumi Now will focus on the issue of how tourists coming to Palestine/Israel can make 
ethical choices in the way they travel. Some tourists remain unaware of how Israel has annexed 
the tourist industry. It restricts tourist access to Palestinian sites, favours Israeli tour companies and 
disseminates propaganda to justify its position as an occupying power. In 2019 Amnesty International 
published its report ‘Destination Occupation’ which exposed how illegal Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territory were being promoted as tourist venues by Airbnb, Booking.com, 
Expedia and Trip Advisor. 

• Lord, we pray that tourists will make careful choices when undertaking visits to the Holy 
Land and especially that they will select tourist companies that refuse to profit from illegal 
Israeli settlements.

      Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 1st of June, an Israeli soldier shot a two-year-old Palestinian boy in the head 
and injured his father while they were sitting in their car parked in the village of Nabi Saleh, near 
Ramallah. The Israeli army claim they opened fire in response to gunfire towards the nearby Neve 
Tzuff settlement. The boy is now in a critical condition in Sheba Hospital, while his father was taken 
to a hospital in Ramallah.

• Lord, we pray that doctors will be able to save the life of this Palestinian toddler and help 
his injured father. We pray that the Israeli army, who is in the West Bank as an occupying 
army, will show restraint.

     Lord, in your mercy…

This week the Israeli Parliament has advanced two bills that would bring Palestinian schools and 
their staff in Israel under increased scrutiny from the Israeli security services.
One bill will require the Education Ministry to carry out more stringent security checks on Palestinians 
training to be teachers, while the other bill will make it much harder for candidates to obtain a 
teaching licence.

• Compassionate Lord, we bring before you all Palestinians with a vocation to 
teach. We pray that they may continue to work with passion and dedication, 
whatever repressive measures are passed by the Israeli government.  
Lord, in your mercy…



There has been a recent outbreak of unbridled violence in the Nablus area by Israeli settlers against 
Palestinian communities. Settlers in Qusra, south of Nablus, set fire to Palestinian farming land 
and the fires spread over a wide area; while north-west of Nablus, in the village of Burqa, near the 
Homesh settlement, Israelis smashed gravestones in one of the village cemeteries.

• Lord, we are deeply grieved as we witness the suffering caused to Palestinians 
by Israelis living in illegal settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory. We 
pray for an end to this cycle of violence and an end to the Israeli occupation.  
Lord, in your mercy..

A number of Palestinian activists have recently been arrested by the Palestinian Authority. 
Human rights organisations and local communities have condemned these arrests as an assault on 
freedom of speech in Palestinian civil society.

• Lord, we pray for Palestinian activists who have the courage to point out iniquities, may their 
right to freedom of expression be fully respected by those placed in authority over them.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Asif Al Rifai is a twenty-year-old Palestinian prisoner from Kafr’ Ein, near Ramallah. He has been 
suffering from cancer since the age of sixteen. Despite his serious state of health he was arrested 
in September 2022. Since then his condition has deteriorated, but he was denied chemotherapy 
treatment by the Israeli prison authorities until just recently when they relented.

• Lord, we pray for Asif as he undergoes treatment for his extensive cancer. There are twenty 
three other Palestinian prisoners suffering with cancer in the Israeli military prison system. 
We pray that they may all have access to the medical treatment they need so urgently.  
Lord, in your mercy..

Canadian Friends of Sabeel are organizing an online Remembrance Service for Fr. Robert Assaly, 
co-founder and long time chair of Canadian Friends of Sabeel. Fr. Robert passed away on March 
26 2023 after a short battle with cancer. The event is scheduled on Saturday, June 10 from 11:00 
am - 12:15 pm eastern time (Canada time zone) ( 6:00 PM, Jerusalem time).  
Please register at this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlcuCvrzMiH9y5AlYPsyeuFiANr5lyJWV6   

• Gracious Lord, we come before you with hearts filled with gratitude for the remarkable 
life and inspiring example of Fr. Robert Assaly. We humbly ask that your comforting Spirit 
remains with his family, friends, and loved ones, who still bear the deep ache of his absence. 
Lord, in your infinite mercy, grant them solace, strength, and peace in the midst of their grief. 
Lord, in your mercy..

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Lesotho, 
Namibia, South Africa and Eswatini. 

      Lord, in your mercy…

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlcuCvrzMiH9y5AlYPsyeuFiANr5lyJWV6    

