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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

June 29thJune 29th , 2023, 2023

This week Kumi Now considered Israel as a nuclear power. Next Tuesday marks the halfway point 
in the Kumi Now calendar. It gives us an opportunity to take stock and look back over the issues 
covered in the first half of the year by referencing the Kumi Now calendar on the website.

• Lord, we give thanks for the faithful perseverance of those who continue to challenge 
the injustices Palestinians suffer living under Israeli occupation. May they know 
the light of your presence as they seek to fight oppression with nonviolent means.  
Lord, in your mercy..

On Friday, the 23rd of June, the High Commissioner for the United Nations, Volker Türk, spoke out 
about the Israeli raid on Jenin refugee camp on Monday night . He stated that, ‘the violence risks 
spiraling out of control, fueled by strident political rhetoric and an escalation in the use of advanced 
military weaponry by Israel.’ Israeli helicopter gunships were deployed in the Jenin raid, which left 
seven Palestinians dead and more than ninety seriously injured.

• Lord, we pray that the Israeli government will heed the UN warnings to scale back its military 
raids and use of heavy weaponry which is causing many Palestinian deaths and casualties.  
Lord, in your mercy..

A day after the deadly Jenin raid Palestinian gunmen retaliated by killing four Israeli settlers at a 
petrol station not far from Nablus. Only hours after that incident Israeli settlers took revenge into their 
own hands by storming through Palestinian towns, torching property and smashing cars. The Israeli 
authorities were slow to respond to these outbreaks of  settler violence and there was widespread 
damage to properties, terrorizing Palestinian residents  and one Palestinian, Omar Qattin, was killed 
by Israeli army fire.

• Lord, we pray for the family and friends of Omar who lost his life during a violent settler 
attack. We cry out to you, Lord, as we see more and more revenge attacks between 
Palestinians and Israelis in an escalating cycle of violence  We pray that the Israeli 
authorities will  stop illegal Israeli settlers  from causing mayhem in the occupied West Bank.  
Lord, in your mercy…



Eid al-Adha is the most important feast in the Moslem calendar and it will be celebrated for several 
days in Palestine, beginning on Tuesday, the 27th of June. One of the main traditions practiced 
during this festival is the charitable giving of food, money and clothes to the poor.

• We pray for Moslems as they gather together with their family and 
friends to celebrate during this festival. We are thankful for the care 
they take to provide support for those less fortunate than themselves.  
Lord, in your mercy…

A fifteen-year-old Palestinian teenager, Sadil Ghassen Turkman was caught up in the Israeli Jenin 
raid on Monday night. During the assault she was critically injured when she was shot in the head 
by an Israeli soldier. Sadly, she died just two days later.

• Lord, we pray for those who grieve for the violent and untimely death of Sadil, as well 
as for those who mourn the deaths of the other Palestinians. We pray for an end to 
these frequent raids, presented by the Israeli government as enforcing law and order, 
but leading instead to more Palestinian deaths and the provocation of violent retaliation.  
Lord, in your mercy..

On Sunday, the 18th of June, hundreds of protestors turned out in the city of Haifa to demonstrate 
against the targeting of St Elias’ Church and Monastery by Israeli extremists.
The religious extremists had entered the church on Thursday and prayed out loud there, claiming 
they had a right to do so as the tomb of a Jewish figure lies in the church courtyard. They were 
ejected from the church by a young Christian from Haifa. The Israeli police took no action against the 
irreverent actions of the extremists, but arrested and interrogated the young Christian claiming he 
had assaulted them. Residents from Haifa, Christian Clergy and Moslem Imams joined the protest 
in solidarity with one another.

• Lord, we are deeply saddened by the frequent attacks by Israeli religious 
extremists on Christian and Moslem sacred sites across the Holy Land. We 
pray that the Israeli authorities will respect the sanctity of these religious 
places and stop giving support to the extremists bent on profaning them.  
Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Kenya 
and Tanzania. 

     Lord, in your mercy..


