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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

June 15thJune 15th , 2023, 2023

Next Tuesday, the 20th of June, marks World Refugee Day and on that same day Kumi Now will 
consider the plight of Palestinian refugees. In 2021 there were 5.9 million Palestinian refugees 
registered with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency and about one third of them live in 58 
refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.

• Lord, we pray that Palestinians will be granted the right of return to their 
homeland, the right affirmed to them by the United Nations over seventy years ago. 
Lord, in your mercy..

The Rev. Ann Coburn died on Wednesday, the 7th of June, in Oakland, California. Ann was ordained 
in Danbury, Connecticut in 1977, just one year after the Episcopal Church opened the priesthood 
to women. She was a strong advocate for Palestinian rights and travelled to Palestine linking with 
Sabeel on numerous occasions. This year she received the Cotton Fite award, in recognition for her 
services as Director of Fundraising for the Episcopal Peace Fellowship Palestine Israel Network.

• Lord, we give thanks for the life and service of Ann Coburn and pray for her family 
and friends as they mourn her loss. Many friends of Sabeel expressed their sorrow at 
her passing at the weekly Sabeel Online Service. They particularly paid tribute to her 
kind and thoughtful nature and her steadfast pursuit of justice and peace in Palestine. 
Lord, in your mercy..

In a strategic partnership between the We Choose Life group, Dar Al-Kalima University (Palestine), 
the Civil Influence Forum (Lebanon), Masarat for Cultural and Media Development (Iraq), and Al-
Sabeel (Palestine), a regional consultative panel on religious and public affairs was launched on 
Tuesday, the 13th of June. It took place over two days, under the title: ‘Stopping the politicisation 
of religion and the religiosity of politics’ Twenty-one experts from Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan and Iraq participated in the discussions.

• Lord Jesus, our good shepherd, you told us that you came to the earth ‘so that we 
could have abundant life,’ (John 10:10). We pray that the recent forum, inspired by the 
document written by Middle Eastern Christians entitled ‘We Choose Abundant Life’, 
(2021) will inform new policies to help overcome a culture of violent conflict and death. 
Lord, in your mercy…



Late on Wednesday evening, the 7th of June, the Israeli army entered Ramallah to demolish the 
home of a Palestinian accused of planting two bombs in Jerusalem last November. Hundreds of 
Palestinians gathered to protest over the army’s presence in a Palestinian city over which it has 
no jurisdiction.  A Palestinian news photographer, Moamen Sumreen, who was wearing a clearly 
marked Press jacket, was observing the demolition from a rooftop when he was shot in the head 
by an Israeli soldier. Another photographer, Rabih Al-Munir was also injured, shot in the abdomen.

• Lord, we pray for Moamen and Rabih and for the others injured in 
Ramallah on Wednesday evening that they may recover fully from their 
gunshot wounds. We pray that the Israeli army would hold their soldi 
ers accountable for shooting at journalists carrying out their work and other bystanders. 
Lord in your mercy…

Two well-known Palestinian activists were summoned for interrogation by the Palestinian Authority 
security forces last week. Azmi Shuaibi and Izam Haj-Hussein run a non-governmental organisation, 
(AMAN), focused on accountability. Their latest report has shed light on Mahmoud Abbas’ Office 
at the Palestinian Authority. They have produced evidence which shows that dates produced in 
illegal West Bank Israeli settlements were being marketed as Palestinian dates to avoid the boycotts 
imposed on settlement goods. 

• Lord, we pray that the Palestinian AMAN activists will continue their work holding those 
in authority to high standards of integrity and accountability. We pray that they will be 
released by the Palestinian Authority and that any corrupt practices will be stopped.  
Lord, in your mercy..

The Israeli Prison Services, (IPS) has summoned Palestinian administrative detainees and put them 
under pressure to refuse to participate in hunger strikes. The Committee of Administrative Detainees 
has called for hunger strikes to start on Sunday, the 18th of June. Since the beginning of this year 
more than 1,300 administrative detention orders have been issued by the IPS.

• Lord, we pray for Palestinians detained in Israeli military prisons on administrative 
detention orders, without charge or trial. We pray for an end to this inhumane 
treatment which drives some prisoners to starve themselves to the point of death.  
Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Botswana 
and Zimbabwe. 

      Lord, in your mercy..


