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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

May 4thMay 4th , 2023, 2023

This week’s Kumi Now considered the threats of censorship and violence suffered by Palestinian 
journalists, as World Press Freedom Day is remembered on Monday, the 3rd of May. Next week’s 
Kumi Now online gathering will focus on the US support for Israel. The vast amount of  US military 
support  for Israel is used to harm Palestinians living in the Holy Land.

• Lord, we pray that leaders around the world will reconsider their arms’ 
sales and the havoc and oppression caused by the use of this weaponry.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.

Israeli occupation authorities have started plans to confiscate 70 Palestinian homes in the Old City 
of Hebron. Director of the Hebron Construction Committee Imad Hamdan said the Israeli occupation 
plans to hand over the Palestinian homes to Israeli settlers.

• Lord, we pray for our Palestinian people as they continue to go through their ongoing 
Nakba. We pray that the use of religion and scripture by extremists to justify evil actions 
will end. May all people who follow claim to follow you surrender to your true will of 
justice and peace. We pray for the families facing the threat of eviction, the community of 
Hebron and all people of conscience that they use creative nonviolent action to defend 
the rights of the Palestinians. 

     Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.
 
On April 28, 2023  Mustafa Amer Sabbah, a sixteen-year-old Palestinian teenager was shot and 
killed by the Israeli army’s live fire during confrontations that erupted in the village of Tuqu, West 
Bank district of Bethlehem.

The following day in  the same village of Tuqu, a number of Palestinian students suffered from 
suffocation from teargas inhalation when Israeli occupation soldiers attacked a school with teargas 
in the village.

• Lord, We remember the family and friends of Mustafa as they grieve for their loss. 
We hold the Palestinian people in our prayers, especially our young people, as 
they continue to live under military occupation. May your spirit Lord guide us to 
expose all who are complicit and profiting from our suffering and dispossession.  
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayers



On Saturday, April 29th, Israel settlers assaulted two Palestinian siblings and stole their car near 
Ramallah, Westbank.

The settlers attacked Bassem and Wael Abu Harzan while plowing their land. The brothers suffered 
cuts and bruises before the settlers stole their car and left the area. The attack is part of numerous 
similar violations targeting the Palestinians, their homes, lands, and holy sites in several parts of the 
occupied West Bank.

• Lord, we pray for Bassem and Wael’s speedy recovery. We pray that the persons 
who carried the violent attack and abuse will be held accountable and the car is 
returned to its owners. We pray that such actions are not tolerated nor justified 
at all by the Israeli community.  

     Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayers.
 
Visually impaired Palestinian detainee Izz al-Din Amarneh has been on hunger strike for eight days in 
a row in protest of his detention without charge or trial by the Israeli occupation authorities. Amarneh, 
52, a blind man from the town of Ya’bad in the northern West Bank province of Jenin, was arrested 
by the Israeli occupation authorities in February 2022, and has been held in administrative detention 
ever since. Amarneh has five sons and daughters. His two male sons, Ahmad and Mujahed, are also 
currently imprisoned by the Israeli occupation authorities.

• Lord, we give thanks to all who speak truth to power and refuse to be silent. We 
pray that Israel will abandon its deceptive ways to control Palestinians in order to 
maintain its military occupation. We are thankful for the witness of the Amarneh 
family who continue to expose the evil of the Israeli military occupation even when 
they are behind Israeli prison bars. 

     Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayers.
 
A pro-Palestine grassroots movement based in the UK, has set up a protest camp outside Elbit 
UAV Tactical Systems in preparation for the group’s siege on the Israeli arms factory. Activists have 
confirmed they plan to hold their positions until Elbit closes their weapons factory. From May 1, 
those in the camp are due to be joined by hundreds for the siege and to mobilize against Elbit’s 
business-of-bloodshed.

• Lord, we continue to pray for all the people who organize and engage 
nonviolence to bring justice to the people on the margins. May the witness 
of the different activists continue to inspire people to commit to nonviolence.  
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayers.

• We join the World Council of Churches this week and pray for: Afghanistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.  
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayers.


