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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

May 11thMay 11th , 2023, 2023

This week’s Kumi Now online gathering looked at the US support for Israel. The US is providing 
vast amounts of military and economic aid to Israel. Israel is using that aid to oppress Palestinians 
with impunity. Next week’s Kumi Now will look at the ‘ongoing Nakba’. For Palestinians Saturday, 
the 15th of May will be the day they commemorate the catastrophe of the Nakba when thousands 
of Palestinians were forced to flee their homes. Present-day Israeli policies sustain a coercive 
environment which gives many Palestinians no option but to leave their homes and communities.

•	 Lord, we pray for an end to the oppression and discriminatory policies forced on 
Palestinians by the Israeli authorities. 

      Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayers.

On May 7th, Israeli authorities molished Jibb Al-Deeb School, in the Palestinian village of Bayt 
Ta’mar, east of Bethlehem. The same school was demolished by the occupation authorities in 2017 
but rebuilt shortly after by activists. Hours after Israeli forces demolished the school last week, 
Palestinian residents and activists rebuilt the school again which houses about 60 students from the 
first to the fourth grade.

•	 Lord, we continue to pray for all the people who organize and engage nonviolence to 
bring justice to the people on the margins. May the witness of the different activists 
continue to inspire our people and especially the young people to commit to nonviolence.  
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayers.

For the 16th day in a row, the tourist city of Jericho in the occupied West Bank remains under a 
suffocating Israeli military siege, with checkpoints stifling Palestinian traffic on all the entrances to 
the city.

•	 Lord, in our prayers we remember all Palestinian families who are forced to wait 
for hours at the checkpoints leading to and out of Jericho. We also remember all the 
business owners in Jericho who continue to incur financial losses as a result of these 
unjustifiable military closures. We continue to pray for an end of occupation and a stronger 
position from the international community to holding Israel accountable for its actions.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.



A Palestinian child was injured by an Israeli rubber-coated round this afternoon in the town of Kafr 
Qaddum, in the occupied West Bank province of Qalqilia. The 12-year-old child was injured by 
Israeli occupation soldiers during an Israeli military operation in the town.

•	 Lord, it is deeply shocking to witness the level of violence inflicted on children by 
the Israeli occupation army. We pray for the healing of victims, that they may recover 
physically and mentally from the abuse. We pray too for the perpetrators of the 
violence that they may have a change of heart and be held accountable for their crimes. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers

Israeli settlers destroyed about 258 olive saplings for Taysir Ali Ahmad, a Palestinian landlord in the 
town of Kafr al-Dik, in the occupied West Bank province of Salfit.

•	 Lord, we pray for the Palestinians living near the settlements who suffer harassment and 
destructive raids. We pray for an end to this violence and intimidation. We pray for an 
end to the occupation and a way forward which would bring peace, justice and stability 
to Israel/ Palestine. 

     Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

Visually impaired Palestinian political detainee Izz al-Din Amarneh suspended his hunger strike after 
12 days in protest of his detention without charge or trial by the Israeli occupation authorities. The 
Palestinian Prisoner’s Society (PPS) said Amarneh’s decision to suspend his hunger strike came as 
a result of an agreement with the Israeli occupation authorities to release him in upcoming October.

•	 Lord, give us the power to stand in solidarity with Palestinian political prisoners as they 
demand their basic rights. Give us the needed strength and courage not to abandon or 
shy away from their rightful demands. Remind us Lord, that you were once a prisoner 
when the powerful unjustly imprisoned you, and when your disciples abandoned you 
although they loved you. 

      Lord in your mercy…Hear our prayers

•	 We join the World Council of Churches in praying for the countries of India, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka. 

      Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayers


