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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

April 6thApril 6th , 2023, 2023

Christians around the world celebrated Palm Sunday last week. Many Palestinian Christians dress 
in their traditional clothes and hold palm leaf branches as they attend church services to mark the 
beginning of Holy Week. 

• Lord Jesus, humble and gentle one, you are our Saviour and King. Be not far from us and 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Mr Ken Sparks, one of the leaders of Friends of Sabeel Australia for years, died peacefully in Brisbane 
on Monday the 3rd of April after a short struggle with cancer. 

• Lord we pray for the family of our friend Ken. We are thankful for his life and his commitment 
to the cause of justice and peace inside the church and in Palestine. May your spirit 
comfort us all who mourn the loss of a kind and special person and friend. Lord in your 
mercy… hear our prayers

On Thursday, the 30th of March, Palestinians commemorated the First Land Day, which took place 
in 1976. A general strike and marches had been organised in Arab towns to protest against the 
forcible seizure of large swathes of Palestinian land by the Israeli authorities. At that time the Israeli 
army shot six unarmed Arab Israeli protestors, wounded more than a hundred others and arrested 
many more in the ensuing clashes.

• Merciful Lord, we bring the Palestinian people before you as they continue to endure 
suffering and oppression under the Israeli aggression. We pray that they will continue to 
hold onto their hope and vision for freedom from occupation and return to their homeland. 
Lord, in your mercy…



Sabeel will be hosting an Easter Service on the theme of the Resurrection on Tuesday, the 11th 
of April, at 5pm Palestine Time, (6pm Israeli Time). The service will be celebrated jointly by Rev. 
Dr. B. De Neice Welch and the Rev. Dr Naim Ateek. Dr De Neice Welch is Pastor of Bidwell 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh. Sabeel Jerusalem hosted a visiting group from Pittsburgh in 
early January this year.

• Lord, we remember that at the end of all the suffering on the Way of the Cross, 
we have the hope of resurrection on Easter Day. We pray that the Sabeel Easter 
Service will sound a note of hopefulness in these dark days in the Holy Land. 
Lord, in your mercy..

Israeli police disrupted a football match between Balata Center and Jabal Mukaber football teams at 
the Al-Husseini International Stadium in the northern West Bank last Thursday evening. They fired 
a barrage of tear gas canisters which affected children and adult spectators, as well as players. The 
fans were forced to flood onto the pitch to avoid the tear gas attack.

• Lord, we pray that those caught up in this assault will recover from the 
tear gas inhalation without suffering serious ill effects. We pray for an 
end to these unprovoked attacks on Palestinians by the Israeli army. 
 Lord, in your mercy..

During the course of 2022 Palestinians living in East Jerusalem and the West Bank have suffered 
the demolition, or the seizure, of 953 of their buildings by the Israeli authorities.
Building permits are rarely, if ever granted to Palestinians living in Israeli-controlled areas and their 
homes then become targets for demolition orders.

• Lord, we pray for Palestinian families, especially the children who 
have to witness their homes and schools torn down before their eyes.  
Lord, in your mercy..

B’Tselem has reported that a father of four children living in Gaza City has been denied a travel 
permit by the Israeli authorities, despite his critical state of health. Khaled Al Bahtini  has kidney 
failure and has been on dialysis for the past sixteen years. He now needs to attend al-Makassed 
hospital in East Jerusalem to undergo an artery transplant to enable him to continue with further 
dialysis. Repeated requests for travel permits since December 2022 have been turned down by the 
Israeli authorities.

• Merciful Lord, we bring Khaled’s suffering and frustration before you as he awaits a travel 
permit to obtain life-saving treatment. We pray that the Israeli authorities will listen to 
requests from human rights organisations and grant the permit he so desperately needs. 
Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for 
the countries of the Balkans: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia. 
Lord, in your mercy..


