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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

April 27thApril 27th , 2023, 2023

This week’s Kumi Now online gathering focused on the Nation-State Law which was passed in the 
Knesset on the 1st of May, 2018.
Next week’s Kumi Now looks at the threats of censorship and violence suffered by Palestinian 
journalists, as World Press Freedom Day is remembered on Monday, the 3rd of May. 

• Lord, we pray for the Palestinian-Arab and other non-Jewish citizens of Israel, who make 
up a fifth of the population and yet who do not enjoy the same rights as Jewish citizens.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.

The West Bank city of Jericho, which last year welcomed record numbers of tourists, was devoid of 
visitors this year as road closures and military checkpoints made travel all but impossible. Abdulkarim 
Sidr, the mayor, said that the racist policy of Israeli military authorities prevented many locals and 
visitors from reaching tourist places. “These closures are without any known reason, and there is no 
clear explanation,” he said.

• Lord, in our prayers we remember all Palestinian families who were forced to wait 
for hours at the checkpoints leading to Jericho. We also remember all the business 
owners in Jericho who incurred financial losses as a result of these unjustifiable 
military closures. We continue to pray for an end of occupation and a stronger 
position from the international community to holding Israel accountable for its actions.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.

On April 23, 2023 Israeli settlers under army protection assaulted Palestinian herders while grazing 
their cattle in the area of Ein es-Sakout in the Jordan Valley and forced them to leave. Attacks 
by Israeli settlers on Palestinians are commonplace, but attacks on farmers and herders are 
particularly intensive in the Jordan Valley area. Most of these attacks usually occur in the presence 
of the Israeli occupation army, which usually does nothing to stop the attacks and rather provides 
protection for assailants.

• Lord, we pray for the end of the Israeli military occupation that allows settlers 
to commit their crimes unpunished. We remember the shepherds and their 
livestock and all who suffer from violence as a result of the military occupation.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.



On April 19th, Sabeel launched its book on antisemitism. The book titled “This Is Where We Stand: 
A Sabeel Reflection on Antisemitism” was in the making for the past 4 years with many participating 
in its making. We are thankful for all who participated in the launching especially our guests: Hana 
Bendcowsky, Rabbi Guy Alaluf and Fr. David Neuhaus. 

• Lord we give thanks for this successful event. We pray that all people will commit to fighting 
all forms of hate and discrimination regardless of their identities. Lord have your spirit 
guide Sabeel as we continue to engage in discussions around religious discrimination. 
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.

This week we remember the many killed during the Armenian genocide, and particularly lift up the 
Palestinian Armenian community as they commemorate the genocide of 1915.

• Lord, may the Armenian community around the world, and especially in Palestine, 
feel your presence and comfort. As we commemorate this massacre, enable us to 
recognize injustice wherever it occurs and empower us to act as ambassadors for peace.  
Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.

• Lord we join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

     Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayers.


