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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

March 23th, 2023March 23th, 2023

Next week Kumi Now will highlight how the blockade has affected Gaza since it was fully  enforced 
by Israel and Egypt in 2007. The people have been denied access to most of the natural resources 
needed for their sustenance. It has been called the biggest prison on Earth.

• Compassionate and merciful Lord, we bring the residents of Gaza to you as they try to 
survive amid poverty, unemployment and frequent military attacks from Israel. We pray for 
an end to the blockade and the restoration of life and health to this piece of your creation.  
Lord, in your mercy..

• Lord Jesus, we ask you to draw near to a number of our friends from the Sabeel 
family who are suffering serious illness at this time. We pray for Robert Assaly from 
Canada, Ken Sparks from Australia and Jean Zaru, a founding member of Sabeel 
and ask for your comforting and healing hands to hold these dear friends. For those 
whose sufferings we do not know about, may they also know your power to heal.  
Lord, in your mercy…

The Israeli army carried out an undercover raid in the occupied city of Jenin last week. Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed four Palestinians, Yousef Shriem ,29, Nidal Khazem, 28, Omar Awadin, 14 and Luay 
Zghayyar, 37. This raid comes after three Palestinians were shot and killed in Jenin just last week.

• Lord, we pray for the family and friends of Yousef, Nidal, Omar and Luay as 
they grieve their loss. We pray also for the Palestinians recovering in hospital 
suffering from serious gunshot wounds. We pray for an end to these deadly Israeli 
army raids which bring further unrest and terror to occupied Palestinian cities. 
 Lord, in your mercy..

During this Lenten season Palestinian Christians are devoting themselves to times of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. While this week Palestinian Muslims will mark the beginning of  Ramadan by fasting 
from sunrise to sunset, taking part in charitable acts and meeting up with family members.

• Lord, we pray that during this season we will draw aside in worship and prayer. As we 
bring our prayers for our families and neighbours to you, help us to remember to pray 
faithfully for our Palestinian brothers and sisters. May we stand with them as they cling 
to the word of hope, which helps them resist the dispossession and injustice they suffer 
under occupation.

     Lord, in your mercy..



Last week a number of settlers attacked a Palestinian family living in a tent near the village of Deir 
Jarir, east of Ramallah. The Israelis from a nearby settlement beat Sadek Farakhneh and his family 
members and raided his barn, stealing his donkey and thirty sheep. After the settler attack Israeli 
soldiers raided his tent and assaulted him. He has been offered emergency help from the Wall and 
Settlement Resistance Commission.

• Lord, we are deeply shocked by these pitiless assaults on Palestinian subsistence 
farmers, like Sadek. We pray that international organisations and governments will 
challenge the Israeli government for the way they grant impunity to the Israeli assailants.  
Lord, in your mercy…

On Friday, the 10th of March, Israeli soldiers detained a young boy from Hebron on the charge of 
throwing stones. Abdul Shakeen from the Tal Rumeida neighbourhood was arrested, taken to a 
military post, beaten, verbally abused and released some hours later.

• Lord Jesus, we pray for the Palestinian children who are arrested, assaulted, 
abused and imprisoned by the Israeli army. We pray that the Israeli government 
will be held to account by the international community to respect the human rights 
of Palestinian children and to abide by international law in how they treat them 
 Lord, in your mercy..

Five hundred Gazan school pupils gathered together in the Khan Younis neighbourhood to fly 
Japanese-inspired kites to mark seventy years of partnership between Japan and the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East. During 2023 the partnership will 
be celebrated with events based on a shared theme of ‘tsumugu’ (meaning ‘connect, spin, weave’).

• Lord, we give thanks as the Gazan students continue to reach out to the people of Japan, 
just as they did in the 2011 East Japan Earthquake. We also thank you for the steadfast and 
generous help for UNRWA, provided by the Japanese people over the past seventy years. 
Lord, in your mercy..

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. 

     Lord, in your mercy…


