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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

March 16th, 2023March 16th, 2023

Next week Kumi Now will focus on the water scarcity in the West Bank, as we remember World 
Water Day on Wednesday, the 22nd of March. Palestine is generally rich in water resources, but 
those water resources are being exploited by Israeli interests while being denied to the Palestinians 
on the land. 

• Lord, we pray for an end to the Israeli obstruction to the access and use of Palestinian 
natural resources and especially their water resources.

     Lord in your mercy..

For the past ten weeks large protests have been taking place across Israel against the judicial 
reforms proposed by the new right-wing Israeli government. The protestors are focused on the 
government plans to politicise the judiciary. However there are few Israeli voices raised in protest 
against the escalating violence that is being unleashed by the Israeli authorities and the illegal 
settlers against the Palestinians. Last week hundreds of Israeli settlers torched Palestinian homes 
in four occupied villages.

• Compassionate and merciful Lord, we cry out to you as we see Israeli forces and 
settlers attacking Palestinians in the occupied territories with apparent immunity. 
We pray for an end to the occupation and the cycle of violence and turmoil.  
Lord, in your mercy..

International runners from more than ninety different countries joined Palestinian runners for the Ninth 
International Palestinian Marathon held in Bethlehem on Friday, the 10th of March. The Palestinian 
Olympic Committee sponsored the event to raise greater awareness about the circumstances of the 
Palestinians. Competitors aiming to run the full marathon have to complete the 11km stretch four 
times over to avoid having to pass through Israeli checkpoints.

• Lord, we give thanks that runners from so many different countries participated 
in this year’s Palestinian Marathon. We pray that they will have been impacted 
as they followed the track along the separation wall, through crowded refugee 
camps and surrounded by hilltops covered with illegal settler housing units.  
Lord, in your mercy..



Last week the Palestinian Ministry for Education made an appeal to international human rights and 
humanitarian organisations to defend the rights of Palestinian children to an education. The Jibb al-
Deeb School in the Bethlehem area, which serves forty primary school pupils, is once again under 
threat of destruction. It was demolished and rebuilt in 2017.

• Lord, we bring these young Bethlehemite children and their families before you as 
they wait to see if their school is going to be demolished. We pray that international 
organisations will challenge the Israeli government’s plan to raze the school.  
Lord, in your mercy..

A report entitled, ‘Can’t even be a widow’ has just been published by Euro-Med Monitor. It is based 
on interviews with family members of missing Palestinian migrants and asylum seekers who have 
attempted to leave the Gaza Strip. Some grieving relatives have been contacted by gangs claiming 
to have information about the missing persons and demanding large sums of money to release it.

• Lord, the pitiless blockade of Gaza over the past seventeen years has led many 
Palestinians to risk their lives by trying to escape. We pray for an end to the Israeli 
blockade which is condemning Palestinians to poverty, unemployment and despair.  
Lord, in your mercy..

Pope Francis welcomed participants from the Palestinian Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue 
to the Vatican last week. The delegation focused their discussions on the spiritual significance of 
Jerusalem. The Pope expressed his hope that the city would remain a place of encounter and a 
symbol of peaceful co-existence for the followers of the three monotheistic faiths.

• Lord Jesus, we remember how you wept over Jerusalem. We echo the prayer of Pope 
Francis,‘How many men and women, Jews, Christians, and Muslims, have wept and in 
our day continue to weep for Jerusalem. At times, we too are moved to tears when we 
think of the Holy City, for she is like a mother whose heart cannot be at peace due to the 
sufferings of her children.’ 

      Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries 
of Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden.  
Lord, in your mercy..


