
Jan 5th,2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 9th, 2023Feb 9th, 2023

Next Tuesday, Kumi Now will focus on the ways in which the Israeli government denies Palestinians 
their human rights and fundamental freedoms. We will remember the World Day of Social Justice 
on February 20th and consider the UN statement that ‘social development and social justice are 
indispensable for the achievement and maintenance of peace and security within and among nations’. 
We will consider how peace can be achieved for Israelis and for Palestinians living under occupation.

• Lord, we pray for an end to the Israeli occupation with the restrictions on the human rights of 
Palestinians. We pray for the Palestinians who suffer citizenship denial and discrimination 
and are severely restricted in where they can travel, where they can work or live and even 
who they can marry. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

The Church of England has imposed a twelve year ban on the Rev. Dr Stephen Sizer from fulfilling 
any priestly role. Dr Sizer has spoken out against Zionist policies used by the Israeli government 
against Palestinians. A case was brought against him by the president of the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, accusing him of antisemitism. He was acquitted of all the charges in the case except 
one, for which he had already issued an apology to the Jewish community.

• Lord, we pray for Stephen Sizer as he comes to terms with the formal ban on his priestly role. 
We are thankful for his long witness to the injustices suffered by Palestinians living in Israel. 
Lord, in your mercy..

An American Jewish tourist was arrested for pulling over a large statue of Jesus in the Church of the 
Flagellation, along the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem on Thursday, the 2nd of February. This incident 
took place amid high tension in the city and region following a week of violence.

• Lord, we pray that the Israeli police will hold to account all those who 
commit acts of violence and vandalism at the holy sites in Palestine/Israel. 
Lord, in your mercy…



B’Tselem has documented 48 incidents of settler violence against Palestinian farmers and their 
properties during the last olive harvest in the West Bank which took place from September to 
November 2022. The attacks were carried out with full state support and sometimes Israeli soldiers 
also took part in them. Many farmers were left without an expected income or even enough olive oil 
for their own domestic use.

• Lord, we bring Palestinian farmers before you as they try to look after their 
olive groves and support their families. We pray for an end to the violence 
from illegal settlers which is threatening the livelihoods of the farmers.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Israeli prison authorities assaulted Palestinian women prisoners in Damon jail on Tuesday, the 31st of 
January. Ben-Gvir, Minister of National Security, has enforced new measures in Naqab and Damon 
jails by imposing more raids and punitive measures, as well as solitary confinement for a week on 
more than one hundred prisoners.

• Lord, we pray for the Palestinian prisoners currently enduring harsh conditions in 
Israeli jails. We remember especially the 34 Palestinian women and 150 Palestinian 
children in prison and pray for the 835 Palestinians living under administrative detention.  
Lord in your mercy...

Khan al Ahmar, on the eastern outskirts of Jerusalem, is under threat of imminent demolition by the 
Israeli authorities. It is located between two major illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied West 
Bank and the Israeli government plans to expand those settlements and link them with the Jordan 
Valley. Over two hundred residents of Khan al Ahmar are determined to stay in their village despite 
constant harassment and surveillance and demolition threats from the Israeli authorities.

• Lord, we pray that international governments and organisations will challenge the Israeli 
government over its plans to break international law by forcibly transferring the villagers 
of Khan al Ahmar. 

     Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the 
countries of Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Vatican City.  
Lord, in your mercy..


