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Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 23rdFeb 23rd , 2023, 2023

Next Tuesday Kumi Now will consider how Palestinians are impacted by the restrictions imposed 
on their freedom of movement by the Israeli authorities. More than 70,000 Palestinians face the 
dehumanising experience of being processed every day at the 500 permanent checkpoints and 
countless ‘flying’ checkpoints set up to control their journeys to school, hospital or work.

• Merciful Lord, we pray for the Palestinian people caged in their own land 
by military checkpoints, separation walls, travel permits. We pray for a 
dismantling of this inhumane system of oppression and degradation. 
 Lord, in your mercy..

Last week, Issa Amro , the Palestinian activist and founder of Youth Against Settlements, was 
assaulted by an Israeli soldier as he was conducting a tour of his home city of Hebron.
Lawrence Wright, a journalist for the weekly New Yorker magazine, filmed the incident. It showed 
an Israeli soldier grabbing Amro by the neck and throwing him to the ground and kicking him, before 
another soldier pulled him away.

• Lord, we bring to you the Palestinian people trying to survive in the city of 
Hebron as they face increasing levels of violence and abuse from Israeli soldiers 
and  illegal Israeli settlers, now living in the Old City and in nearby settlements.  
Lord, in your mercy…

The Jerusalem Union of Christian Scouts undertook three days of events to raise funds for Syrian 
families who have been caught up in the recent devastating earthquakes. They managed to raise 
over 60,000 dollars.

• Lord, we give thanks for the outpouring of compassion and sacrificial giving from the 
Palestinian people to help those who have been affected by the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria.  
Lord, in your mercy…

 



The Continental Synodal Assembly for the Middle East gathered in Beirut last week. Delegates 
representing seven Catholic Churches, (Coptic, Syriac, Maronite, Melkite, Chaldean, Armenian 
and Latin) from the Holy Land, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Armenia came together 
to consider how to work with each other to address the many challenges they face in the region. 
Sawsan Bitar, the programme co-ordinator of Sabeel was one of the delegates from the Holy Land.

• Lord Jesus, we pray that the Beirut Assembly inspired the delegates to commit 
to working together for the Christian community in the Middle East and to delight 
in the rich diversity of their traditions, bound together in their shared faith. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Wednesday, the 15th of February, the Knesset approved legislation that states that Palestinian 
citizens of Israel and Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem sentenced to prison on offences that 
breach ‘trust to the State of Israel’ can have their citizenship or residency revoked and be deported 
to the occupied West Bank or to Gaza. The new law is discriminatory as it only applies to Palestinian 
citizens of Israel and permanent residents of East Jerusalem; it does not apply to Israeli Jews.

• Merciful Lord, we cry out to you as we see the fundamental human rights of 
the Palestinian people being stripped away by the new Israeli government. 
We pray that international governments and organisations will speak up 
and challenge these further breaches of international and humanitarian law.  
Lord, in your mercy..

Last week Hassan Muheisin had to destroy a build extension on his home with his own hands, after 
a court appeal failed. The Jerusalem Municipality claimed he had built onto his home without a 
building permit and was going to charge him excessive costs for demolishing his extension. While 
building permits are extremely difficult to obtain to Palestinians, the Jerusalem Municipality grants 
permits for thousands of housing units to be built for the illegal Israeli settlers.

• Lord, we pray for the Palestinians living In East Jerusalem as they face an uncertain 
future with so many home demolitions and discrimination against them in employment 
and services, as well as the threat of forcible transfer to the occupied West Bank.  
Lord, in your mercy..

More than seventy UK Members of Parliament and the House of Lords, representing different 
political parties, have just written to the Foreign Secretary, James Cleverly, to condemn Israel’s 
plans to forcibly evict Palestinians in the South Hebron Hills. More than one thousand Palestinians 
living in the Masafer Yatta area are at imminent risk of being forcibly displaced from their homes.

• Lord, we pray that the UK government will listen to the call of  parliamentarians 
to hold the Israeli government to account for its plans to forcibly transfer the 
people of Masafer Yatta, which will be a grave breach of international law.  
Lord, in your mercy..

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of France, 
Germany and Monaco. 

      Lord, in your mercy…


