
Jan 5th,2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 16th, 2023Feb 16th, 2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the issues of Israeli illegal settlements and settler violence. 
According to B’Tselem more than two hundred settlements were established between 1967 and 2017 
on land annexed from the occupied West Bank. These settlements depend on water and resources 
stolen from Palestinian villages. The settlers now living there routinely harass and assault Palestinian 
villagers and destroy their crops and property. This activity takes place under the protection of Israeli 
soldiers and without fear of prosecution by the Israeli authorities.

• Merciful Lord, we cry out to you as we hear the Israeli government speak of a further 
expansion of illegal settlement building on Palestinian land in the West Bank. Can Israel 
continue to breach international law with impunity? 

     Lord, in your mercy..

A car ramming incident took place in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramot on Friday, the 10th 
of February. A six-year-old child, Yaakov Pelli and his brother eight-year-old Asher along with twenty 
year-old Alter Liderman, were killed and several other people were seriously injured while waiting at 
a bus stop when a car drove into them. The driver, Hussein Qaraqe, a 31-year-old Palestinian, was 
shot dead at the scene by an off-duty Israeli police officer. Qaraqe had just been released from a 
psychiatric ward after receiving treatment following an injury he had received on a construction site 
six months previously. After the incident a large number of Israeli police raided Qaraqe’s home in 
Isawiyah and arrested members of his family.

• Lord, we pray for the relatives of the Israelis injured and killed in this recent incident. We 
pray for the relatives of Qaraqe who are now being punished for his crime. We pray for 
wisdom and restraint for all those in positions of authority in Palestine/Israel that they will 
act to calm the tensions between the communities and guide them in the way of peace. 
Lord, in your mercy..

Tens of thousands of people have died and been injured in Turkey and Syria following the devastating 
earthquake in Southern Turkey on Monday, the 6th of February. The full scale of the damage and 
the number of victims is still being investigated. Efforts to bring aid to north-western Syria are being 
hampered by ongoing warfare in the region.

• May we join with the prayers requested by a church leader in Hatay, Turkey, (Open Doors 
9.2.23), ‘Please pray for the people who have lost their loved ones and are in sorrow and 
despair, that God would comfort them. Please pray for the people who are helping and serving. 
And please pray that ways would be opened soon, so we can bring more help to the area.’ 
Lord, in your mercy..



The Mayor of Barcelona, Ada Colau, has severed her city’s official ties with Israel, charging the 
country with ’the crime of apartheid against the Palestinian people’. In a letter to the Israeli Prime 
Minister, she cited a number of Israeli policies in her charge, including the military occupation of 
the West Bank, the annexation of East Jerusalem and the construction of illegal settlements on 
Palestinian land.

• Lord, we are thankful for the voices of protest over Israel’s violation of the human rights 
of Palestinians being raised around the world. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

National Security Minister Ben Gvir has accused police in Jerusalem of, ‘losing control of the city to 
a group of anarchists’, after they held back from using force to disperse anti-government protestors 
last Thursday night. The Police Commissioner gave public support to the way the protest was 
handled, as tensions rise between the minister and the police authorities. For the past five weeks 
thousands of Israelis have been demonstrating across the country against the controversial legal 
reforms planned by the right-wing government to weaken the judiciary.

• God of justice, we continue to pray for all people who face injustice, especially these 
days, for the situation inside Israel, in particular the Palestinian minority in Israel and 
the Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank. We pray that freedom of speech 
and the right to protest for all people is protected and upheld.  May your spirit Lord 
continue to give courage to the people not to be silent and echo your words “For he 
guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. Proverbs 2:8 ,  
Lord, in your mercy..

Naseem Alatrash, a  Palestinian cellist, was nominated for a Grammy Award in the recent ceremony 
in Los Angeles. He has been recognised for his work on ‘Crisalida’ a Latin Jazz album by Danilo 
Perez and the Global Messengers. He gives soloist concerts around the world and works as a 
professor at the Berkelee College of Music in Boston. Naseem was born in Beit Sahour and began 
studying the cello at the age of 12 years at the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music.

• Lord, we praise you for the musical talent of Naseem Alatrash and for the way he is 
receiving international recognition for his gifts.

     Lord, in your mercy..

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Austria, 
Liechtenstein and Switzerland. 

     Lord, in your mercy…


