
Jan 5th,2023

Next week’s Kumi Now will consider the difficulties Palestinians experience trying to run businesses 
or find jobs living under the Israeli occupation. So many restrictions and barriers prevent Palestinian 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and farmers from gaining access to the global marketplace.

•	 Lord, we pray for courage for Palestinians to continue to seek markets for their 
products despite the discrimination they face living under the Israeli occupation. 
We pray that other countries around the world will support them in their efforts to 
continue their trade. 

     Lord, in your mercy..

Sabeel Jerusalem extends its warmest good wishes for the New Year to all its friends around the 
world. We echo the words of a prayer written by Palestinian theologians for a liturgy given for 
‘Jerusalem: the City of Justice and Peace, 2013’.

  ‘Teach us to walk the way that leads to life,
   Transform our grief into determination,
   Our tears into action and our acts into a just peace.’

Friends of Sabeel, Germany issued an Advent Call through their churches and the media. The 
call raises the question of how Palestinians can respond to the ultra-right wing government now 
elected in Israel with plans to annex the West Bank. It argues that the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions policy should not be dismissed out of hand as ‘anti-semitic’,but may now be one way to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to stop oppressing the Palestinian people.

•	 Lord, we pray that many Germans will listen to the Advent Call and consider 
giving their support to Palestinians living under the harsh conditions of 
the Israeli occupation. We pray that people in Israel and Palestine will start 
to  learn to live together in peace, security and respect for one another.  
Lord in your mercy..

Jan 19th, 2023Jan 19th, 2023

Kumi Now will focus on the city of Jerusalem on Tuesday, the 24th of January. The United Nations’ 
Partition Plan in 1947 resolved that the city of Jerusalem would be an internationally administered 
city. However the Israeli government has taken steps to gain full Israeli sovereignty over the city, 
especially since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem.

• Lord Jesus, when you wept over Jerusalem you lamented that those living in the 
city could not recognise ‘the things that make for peace’. We pray for strength and 
guidance for all those who seek peace and righteousness in this suffering city. 
Lord, in your mercy…

On Thursday, the 12th of January, three Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. Ha-
bib Kamil ,25 years old, and Abdulhadi Nazal ,18 years old, were shot dead by live fire from Israeli 
troops during a raid in the town of Qabatiya, near Jenin. Earlier in the day an Israeli sniper shot 
Samir Aslan, a 41-year-old father of eight, when he was on the roof of his house with his family in 
Qalandiya refugee camp.

• Lord, we pray for the families of Habib, Abdulhadi and Samir as they grieve their loss. We 
pray for an end to the relentless Israeli military raids on Palestinian communities, which 
are provoking violence and leading to numerous arrests, injuries and extrajudicial killings.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Last week the US Court of Appeal in Washington dismissed the allegations brought by the Jewish 
National Fund, (JNF) against the United States Campaign for Palestinian Rights, (USCPR). The JNF 
are seeking to prove that the USCPR are liable for militant attacks against Israelis and Americans 
because of their support for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions and for the Great March of Return. 
The judge deemed the allegations were ‘insufficient’ and the attorney representing the USCPR stat-
ed that the lawsuit was an attempt to ‘smear human rights advocates as terrorists’.
 
• Lord, our help and our shield, we ask for protection for advocates for human rights 

as they face so many obstacles and attempts to silence their pleas for justice.  
Lord, in your mercy…

Feb 2nd, 2023Feb 2nd, 2023

Next Tuesday Kumi Now will consider how the Israeli blockade of Gaza impacts those who need 
to travel within the Palestinian territory for medical treatment. Many patients are unable to attend 
medical appointments for chronic illnesses as they are denied permits by the Israeli authorities.

• Merciful Lord, we pray for those suffering serious illnesses in Gaza, especially those who 
are denied travel permits. We pray for an end to the sixteen-year-old blockade of Gaza. 
Lord, in your mercy…

The US government has raised concerns over the recent escalation in violence used by Israeli forces. 
Ten Palestinians were killed during the Israeli raid on the Jenin refugee camp in the early hours of 
Thursday morning. This was the deadliest attack by the Israeli forces in the occupied Palestinian 
territory for decades. Several rockets were fired into southern Israel from Gaza in response to the 
Jenin raid. Israel then hit back with three ground strikes in Gaza.

• Lord, we pray for the international efforts to mediate between Israel and the Palestinians 
to de-escalate the levels of violence. We pray for an end to the relentless Israeli 
army attacks on Palestinian communities, leading to so many deaths and injuries.  
Lord, in your mercy..

This week the Forum of Palestinian Journalists, based in Gaza, has criticised the dismissal of the 
cartoonist, Mohammad Sabaaneh. They stated that his dismissal ‘reflects the Palestinian Authority’s 
strange insistence on suppressing freedom of opinion and expression’. Sabaaneh’s recent cartoon 
was critical of the Palestinian Authority’s apparent lack of response to the heightened level of Israeli 
violence.

• Lord, we give thanks for the courage of people working in the media who use 
their freedom of expression to speak truth to power, even at great personal cost.  
Lord, in your mercy..



The Israeli government has just issued new guidelines which will make it even more difficult 
for foreigners to study or work in the occupied West Bank. These restrictions will further isolate 
Palestinians living in the West Bank from foreigners and from their own family members who do not 
hold West Bank ID. 

• Lord, we pray that international organisations will challenge the Israeli government over 
their attempts to further repress and isolate Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank. 
Lord, in your mercy..

On Thursday, the 26th of January, Israeli forces informed Palestinian landowners in Khallet Ad-Dabi, 
one of the nineteen hamlets making up Masafer Yatta in the South Hebron hills, that they are about 
to uproot their saplings. The Dababseh family had planted a hundred fruit trees on the old site of the 
local school, which had been demolished  by the Israeli army two years previously.

• Lord, we cry out to you for the inhabitants of Masafer Yatta who have suffered years 
of violence from the Israeli forces. Their livestock and storage have been damaged, 
their wells filled in, their homes and schools demolished and yet they still show 
courage and resilience. We pray that international governments and organisations 
will continue to support them in their attempts to live peaceably on their land. 
Lord, in your mercy …

This month Ben Gvir, the National Security Minister, has ordered Israeli police to remove all Palestinian 
flags from public places. In response to this order an Israeli artist living in Tel Aviv drew himself in 
the colours of the Palestinian flag. Michael Rosanov then made his artwork into his Facebook profile 
picture and this has caught on with other disaffected Israelis. Last Saturday, 100,000 Israelis turned 
out in Tel Aviv to protest against the policies of the new right-wing Israeli government.

• Lord, we pray that  Israelis will have the courage to speak out in protest over any  
government policies they believe may be used to oppress anyone, no matter their ethnicity.  
Lord, in your mercy…

This week the Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries in the Holy Land spoke out in strong condemnation 
of Israeli settler attacks which have taken place in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem. In the most 
recent attack a large group of settlers entered the New Gate and started shouting and chanting while 
waving flags. They then started to throw around tables and chairs at local restaurants, terrorising 
tourists and shopkeepers. 

• Lord, we pray that the authorities responsible for administering law and order 
in Jerusalem will prosecute any settlers who deliberately vandalise the city. We 
pray that believers of all faiths will continue to  have access to their holy sites 
and can visit their places of worship without fear of assault from radical groups. 
 Lord, in your mercy…

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their prayers for the countries of Algeria, 
Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia. 

     Lord, in your mercy…


